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» Maſlers, Mariners, and Seamen. 


SiRs, 


LTHOUGH cuſtom, and the great 
improvement of the art of navigation, 
bave made it leſs formidable now, yet are 
you no further from death than you are 
from the waters, which 1s but a remove of 
two or three inches. Now you, that bor- 
der {o nigh upon the confines of death and 
eternity every moment, may well be ſup- 
poſed to be men of ſingular piety and ſe- 
riouſneſs; for nothing more compoſes the 
heart to ſuch a frame, than the lively ap- 
prehenſions of eternity do; and none have 
greater external advantages for that, than 
you have. But, alas! for. the generality, 
what fort of men are more ungodly, and 
ſtupidly inſenſible of eternal concernments ? 
Living, for the moſt part, as if they had 
« made a covenant with death, and with 
« hell were at agreement.” As for prayer, 
it is a rare thing among ſeamen; they 
count that a needlels buſineſs; they ſee the 
profane and vile delivered as well as others ; 
and therefore, What profit is there if they 
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e pray unto him?“ Mal. iii. 4. As I re- 
member, I have read of a profane ſoldier, 
who was heard ſwearing, though he ſtood 
in a place of great danger; and when one 
that ſtood by him warned him, ſaying, 
“ Fellow-foldier, do not ſwear, the bullets 
e fly,” he anſwered, „They that ſwear 


„ come off as well as they that pray.” Soon 


after a ſhot hit him, and down he fell. 


Sirs! it is a very ſad conſideration to me, 
that you who float upon the great deeps, in 
whoſe bottom ſo many thouſand poor mi- 
ſerable creatures lie, whoſe fins have ſunk 
them down, not only into the bottom of the 
fea, but of hell alſo, whither divine vengeance 
hath purſued them ; that you, I fay, who 
daily float, and hover over them, and have 
the roaring waves and billows that {wallow- 
ed them up, gaping for you as the next prey, 
ſhould be no more affected with theſe things. 
O, what a terrible voice doth God utter in 
the ftorms.! It breaks the cedars, ſhakes 
« the wildernels,” Pſalm xxix. 3. And can 
it not ſhake your hearts ? This voice of the 
Lord is full of majeſty, but his voice in the 
Word is more efficacious and powerful, 
Heb. iv. 12. to convince and rip up the 
heart. But, if neither the voice of God, 
uttered in his dreadful works, or in his glo- 
rious goſpel, cm effeQtually awaken and 
rouze, there is an euroclydon, a fearful ſtorm 

| coming, 
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coming, which will fo awaken your ſouls, | 
as that they ſhall never fleep any more : | 
« Upon the wicked he ſhall rain ſnares, fire 
« and brimſtone, and an horrible tempeſt : 
« this is the portion of their cup.” Pſalm 
Xi. 6. You that have been at fea in the. 
molt violent ſtorms, never felt ſuch a ilorm 
as this, and the Lord grant you never may; | 
no calm ſhall follow this ſtorm. 


O Sirs! I beg of you, if you have any 
regard to thoſe precious, immortal ſouls of 
yours, which are embarked for eternity, 
whither all winds blow them, and will quick- 
ly be at their port of heaven or hell, that 
vou will ſerioufly mind theſe things, and 
learn to ſteer your courle to heaven, and 
improve all winds FI mean opportunities and 
means) to walt you thither. 


Here you venture life and liberty, run 
through many difficulties and dangers, and 
all to compals a periſhing trealure ; yet how 
often do you return diſappointed | in your 
deſign ? Or if not, yet it rs but a fading 
ſhort-lived inheritance, which, like the flow- 
ing tide, for a little while, covers the ſhore, 
and then returns, and leaves it naked and 
dry again. And are not everlaſting trea- | 


ſures worth venturing for ? Good ſouls! be 
wile for eternity. 
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If God ſhall bleſs theſe meditations to the 
converſion of any among you, you will be 
the gainers, and my heart ſhall rejoice, even 
mine. How comfortably ſhould we ſhake 
hands with you, when you go abroad, were 
we perſuaded your ſouls were intereſted in 
Chriſt, and fecured from periſhing, in the 
new covenant ? What life would it put into 
our prayers for you, when you are abroad, to 
conſider that Jeſus Chrift is interceeding 


for you in heaven, whilſt we are your re- 


membrancers here on earth? How quiet 
would our hearts be, when you are abroad 
in ſtorms, did we know you had a ſpecial 
intereſt in Him, whom winds and ſeas 
obey ? / 

Come, Sirs ! ſet the heavenly Jeruſalem 
upon the point of your x Ew cComyass ; make 
all the fail you can for it; and the Lord 


give you a proſperous gale, and a ſafe ar- 
rival in that land of reſt! 


So prays, 
Your moſt affeFionate friend, 
JOHN FLAVEL. 
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NAVIGATION SPIRITUALIZED. 


OBSERVATION I. 


N ſooner is a ſhip built, lanched, rigged, vic- 
tualled, and manned, but ſhe is ſent out into the 
boiſterous ocean; where ſhe is never at reſt, but con- 
tiaually fluctuating, toſſing, and labouring, until ſhe 
be either overwhelmed and wrecked in the ſea, or 
through age, knocks, and bruiſes, grows leeky, and 
and unſerviceable; and is ſo haled up, and ript in 
pieces. 


APPLICATION. 


No ſooner come we into the world as men, or as 
Chriſtians, but thus we are toſſed upon a ſea of troubles. 
Met man is born to trouble, as the ſparks fly up- 
« ward,” Job. v. 7. The ſpark no ſooner comes out 
of the fre, but it flies up naturally; it needs not any 
external force, help, or guidance, but aſcends from a 
principle in itſelf ; ſo naturally, ſo eaſily doth trouble 
riſe out of ſin. There is radially all the miſery, 
anguiſh, and trouble in the world, in our corrupt na- 
tures. Asthe ſpark lies cloſe hid in the coals, fo doth 
miſery in fin; every fin draws a rod after it. And 


theſe 
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in thoſe breaches. flaws, — pains, aches, dit. 
eaſes, to which it is ſubject, which are but the groans 
of Uying nature, and its crumbling, by degrees, into 
duſt ; but on all our employments. 

Hence ſhould the graceleſs heart thus reflect upon 
itſelf : O my ſoul ! into what a fea of troubles art thou 
lanched foith! and what a ſad caſe thou art in! full 


of trouble, and full of fin ; and theſe do mutually pro- 


duce each other. And that which is the moſt dreadful 
conſideration of all, is, that I cannot ſee the end of 
them. As for the ſaints, they ſuffer in the world, as 
well as I ; but it is but for a while, 1 Pet. v. 10. And 
then they ſuffer no more, 2 Theſſ. i. 7, But * all 
© tears ſhall be wiped away from their eyes,” Rev. 
vii. 17. But my troubles look with a long viſage: 
Ah! they are but the beginning of ſorrows, but a 
par-boiling before I be roaſted in the flames of God's 
eternal wrath, If I continue as I am, I ſhall but de- 
ceive myſelf if I conclude I ſhall be happy in the 
other world, becauſe I have met with ſo much ſorrow 
in this: For I read, Jude, ver, 7. that the inhabitants 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, though conſumed to aſhes 
with all their eſtates and relations (a ſorer temporal 
judgment than ever yet befel me) da, notwithſtanding 
that, continue ſtill, „ in everlaſting chains, under 
% darkneſs, in which they are reſerved unto the judg- 


ment of the great day.” The troubles of the 
ſaints are ſanctified to them, but mine are ſcuits of the 


curſe. T hey have ſpiritual confolations to balance 


them, 
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them, which flow into their ſouls in the fame height 


and degree as troubles do upon their bodies, 2 Cor. 


i. 5. But I am a ſtranger to their comforts, and “ in- 
* termeddle not with their joys,” Prov. xiv. 10. O 


my foul, look round about thee! what a miſerable 


caſe art thou in? Reſt no longer ſatisfied in it, but 
look out for a Chriſt alſo. What though I am a vile, 
unworthy wretch; yet he promiſeth to © love freely,“ 
Hof. xiv. 4. and invites ſuch as are heavy laden to 
him, Matt. xi. 28. 

3 —— 

OBSERVATION Il. = 
N enden ia of a vaſt extent and depth, though 

ſuppoſedly meaſurable, yet not to be ſounded 

by man. It compaſſeth about the whole earth, which, 
in the account of geographers, ' is Twenty-one thou-- 
ſand and fix hundred miles in compals; yet the ocean 
environs it on every hde, Pfal. civ. 25. and Job, 
xi. 9. 


APPLICATION. 


This, i in a lively manner, ſhadows forth the infinite 
and incomprehenlible mercy of our God, whoſe 
mercy is faid to be over all his works, Plal. cxlv. g. In 
how many ſweet notions is the mercy of God repre- 
ſented to us in the ſcripture? He is ſaid to be * plen. 
teous,” Pſal. iv. 5. © abundant,” 1 Pet. i. g. rich 
in mercy,” Eph. ii. 4. then, that his mercies are un- 
4 ſearchable,” Eph. iii. 8. © high as the heavens 

i above 
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* above the earth,” Pſal. x. 4. which are ſo high and 
vaſt, that the whole earth is but a ſmall point to them ; 
yea, they are not only compared to the heavens, but, 
to come home to the Metaphor, to the depths of the 
lea, Micah vii, 19. which can ſwallow up mountains, 


as well as molehills ; and in this ſea God hath drowned 


ns of a dreadful height and aggravation, even * ſcar- 
*« letcrimſon ;” that is, deep-dyed with many intenſive 
aggravations, Iſa. 1, 18. In this ſea was the ſin of 
Manaſſeh drowned, and of what magnitude that was 
may be ſeen, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 3. Yea, in this ocean 
of mercy did the Lord drown and cover the fins of 
Paul, though “ a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, and in- 
6 jurious,” 1 Tim. i. 13. None, faith Auguſtin, 
* more fierce than Paul among the perſecutors, and 
&* therefore none greater among ſinners.” To which 
himſelf willingly ſubſcribes, 1 Tim. i. 13. yet par- 
« doned.” How hath mercy rode in triumph, and 
been glorified upon the vileſt of men! 

In che vaſtneſs of the ocean, we have alſo a lively 
emblem of eternity. Who can comprehend or mea- 
ſure the ocean, but God? And who can comprehend 
eternity, but he that is ſaid “ to inhabit it?“ Iſa. lvii. 
17. Though ſhallow rivers may be drained and dried 
up, yet the ocean cannot. And though theſe tran- 
ſitory days, months, and years, will at laſt expire and 
determine; yet eternity ſhall not. O! it is a long 
word! an amazing matter! What is Eternity, but a 
conſtant permanency of perſons and things, in one 
and the ſame ſtate and condition for ever; putting 

theur 
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them beyond all poſſibility of change ? The heathens 
were wont to ſhadow it by a circle, or a ſnake twiſted 
round. It will be toall of us, either a perpetual day 
or night, which will not be meaſured, by watches, 
hours, minutes., And as it cannot be meaſured, fo 


neither can it ever be diminiſhed. When thouſands of 


years are gone, there is not a minute the leſs to come- 
Gerhard and Drexelius do both illuſtrate it by this 
known ſimilitude: Suppcſe a bird was to come once in 
a thouſand years to ſome vaſt mountain of ſand, and 
carry away in her bill one ſand in a.thouſand years. 
O what a vaſt time would it be, ere this immortal bird, 
after that rate, had removed the mountain! and yet, 
in time, this might be done; for their would be {till 
ſome diminution ; but in eternity there can be none. 
In time there is an alteration of conditions and ſtates ; 
a man may be poor to-day, and rich to-morrow ; 
ſickly and diſczſed this week, and well the next; but 
no change paſſes upon us in eternity. As the tree 
falls at death and judgment, ſo it lies for ever. If 
in heaven, there thou art © a pillar, and ſhalt go forth 
& no more,” Rev. iii. 12, If in hell, no redemption 
thence, but “ the ſmoak of their torments aſcendeth 
for ever and ever, Rev. xix. g. 

And is the mercy of God like the great deep, an 
ocean that none can fathom ? What unſpeakable com- 
fort is this to me, may the pardoned ſoul ſay ? Did 
Iſrael ſing a ſong, when the Lord had overwhelmed 
their corporal enemies in the ſeas? And ſhall not I 


break forth into his praiſes, who hath drowned all my 
fins m the depth of mercy ? O my ſoul, bleſs thou the 


Lord, 


( x2 ) 

Lord, and let his high praiſes ever be in thy mouth. 
"1 -Mayeſt thou not ſay, that he hath gone to as high an 
| extent and degree of mercy, in pardoning thee, as 
| ever he did in any ? O my God, who is like unto 
| & thee! that pardoneſt iniquity, tranſgreſhon, and 


„ ſin ?” What mercy, but the mercy of a God, could 
| cover ſuch abominations as mine !. $52.8 
i! But, O! What terrible reflections will conſcience 
| | make from hence, upon all the deſpiſers of mercy 
| 
| 


| when the ſinners eyes come to be opened too late 

for mercy, to do them good! We have heard indecd 
| lf that the king of heaven was a merciful king, but we 
| 


| would make no addreſs to him, whilſt that ſcepter 
| was ſtretched out, We heard of balm in Gilead, and 
| | a Phyſician there, that was able and willing to cure 
11 all our wounds, but we would not commit ourſelves 
| o him. We read, that the arms of Chriſt were open 
to embrace and receive us, but we would not. O un- 
C paralleled folly! O ſoul- deſtroying madneſs! Now 
| the womb of mercy is ſhut up, and ſhall bring forth 
rio more mercies to me for ever. Now the gates of 
grace are ſhut, and no cries can open them. 
| Mlierey acted its pait, and is gone off the ſtage; and 
| now juſtice enters the ſcene, and will be glorißed for 
| ever upon me. How often did I hear the bowels of 
| rompaſſion ſounding in the goſpel for me ? But my 


— — 
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hard and impenitent hear: could not relent; and now, 
if it could, it is too late. 1 am now paſſed out of the 
ocean of mercy into the ocean of eternity, where I am 
fixed in the midſt of endleſs milery, ant Tall dever 

hear the voice of tnercy more. 
| O dread- 


cy ww 
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O dreadful eternity! O ſoul- confounding word! 
An ocean indeed, to which this ocean is but as a drop; 
for in thee no {ul ſhall ſee either bank or bottom. 
If 1 lie but one night under ſtrong pains of body, how 
tedious doth that night ſeem! And how do ] tell the 
clock, and wiſh for day! In the world I might have 
had life, and would not. ' And now, how fain would 1 
have death, but cannot ? How quick were my fins in exe- 
cution ? And how long is their puniſhment in dura- 
tion ? O, how ſball I dwell with everlaſting burnings ? 
O, that God would but vouchſafe one treaty. more 
with me! but, alas! all tenders and treaties: are now | 
at an end with me, On earth peace,” Luke ii. 13. 
but none in hell, O my foul ! conſider theſe things! 
Come let us debate this matter ſeriouſly, before we 
lanch out into this ocean. | 


* = 
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OBSERVATION III. 


SEAS are in a continual motion and agitation ; ; they 

have their flux and reflux, by which they are kept 
from putrefadion: . ike a f. untain it cleanſes i. ſelf. 
It cannot reſt, but caſts up mire and dirt,” Ifa. lvii. 20. 
whereas lakes and p-nds, who ſe waters are ſtanding 
and dead, cor: up: and ſtink, And it is obferved by 
ſcamen, that in the {ou hern parts of the wor'd, where 
the ſea is more calm and ſettled, it 1s more corrupt 


and unfit for uſe ; fo is the ſea of Sodom, calle] e the 
«DEAD ſea,” 


B APPLICATION: 
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APPLICATION. 


Thus do regenerate- ſouls purify themſelves, and 
work out corruption that defiles hem: they cannot 
ſuffer it to ſettle there. He purifieth himſelf, even 
4% as he is pure,” 1 John iii. 3 © keepeth himſeif, 
« that the wicked one toucheth him not,” 1 John v. 18. 
But it is quite contrary with the wicked; there is no 
principle of holineſs in them, to oppoſe or expel cor- 
ruption. Sin lies in their hearts as mud in a lake or 
well, which ſettles and corrupts more and more, 
Hence, Ezek. xlvii. 11. their hearts are compared to 
miry or marſhy places, which cannot be healed, but 
are given to ſalt; the meaning is, that the pureſt 
ſtreams of the goſpel, which cleanſe others, make 
them worſe than before, as abundance of rain will a 
miry place. The reaſon is, becauſe it meets with an 
obſtacle in their ſouls ; ſo that it cannot run through 
them and be glorified, as it doth in gracious ſouls. All 
the means and endea ours uſed to cleanſe them are in 
vain ; all the grace of God they receive in vain: 
« They hold faſt deceit, they 1efuſe io let it go, 
Jer. viii. 5. Sin is not in them as floating weeds upon 


the ſea, which it ſtrives to expel and purge out; but as 


ſpots in the leopard's ſkin, Jer. xii. 21. or letters fa- 
ſhioned and engraven in the very ſubſtance of marble 


or braſs, with a “pen of iron, ard point ofa diamond,” 


Jer. xvii. 1. Or as ivy in an old wall, that hath gotten 


root into its very entrails. Wickedneſs is ſweet 


& in their mouths, they roll it under their tongues,” 


Job xx. 12. No threats nor promiſes can divorce 
them from it, | 


Lord 


vorce 


Lo rd 


( 15 ) 

Lord! this is the very frame of my heart, may the 
graceleſs ſoul ay. My gorruptions quietly ſettle in 
me, my heart labours not againſt it: 1 am a ſtranger 
to that conflict which is daily maintained in all the 
faculties of the regenerate ſoul. Glorified ſouls have 
no ſuch conflict, becauſe grace in them ſtands alone, 
and is perfectly triumphant over all its oppoſites; and 
graceleſs ſouls can have no ſuch conflict, becauſe in 
them corruption ſtands alone, and hath no other prin- 
ciple to make oppoſition to it. And this is my caſe, 
O Lord: Iam full of vain hopes indeed, but had I 
a living and well grounded hope to dwell for ever 
with ſo holy a God, I could not but be daily purify. 
ing myſelf, But, Oh what will the end of this be? I 
have cauſe to tremble at the laſt and dreadfulleſt curſe 
in the book of God, let him that is fil hy, be filthy 
Rill,” Rev. xx. 11, Is it not as much as if God 
ſhould ſay, © Let them alone, I will ſpend no more 
“ rods upon them; no more means ſhall be uſed 
«© about them; but I will reckon with them for all 
together, in another world.“ O my ſoul! what a 
diſmal reckoning will that be ! Ponder with thyſelf, 
in the mean while, thoſe terrible and awakening 


texts, that, if poſſible, this fatal iſſue may be pre— 
vented, See Ila. i. 5. Hol. iv, 14. Jer. vi. 29, 30. 
Heb. vi. B. 
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OBSERVATION IV. 
| OW watchful and quick-ſighted- are Seamen, td 


prevent dangers! If the: wind die away, and 
then freſh up ſoutherly ; or if they ſee the ſky hazy, 
they provide for a ſtorm : If by the profpeQive-glaſs 
they ken a pyrate at the greateſt diſtance, they clear 
the gun-room, prepare for fight, and bear up, if able, 
to deal with him; if not, they keep cloſe by the wind, 
make all the ſail they can, and bear away, If they 
luppoſe themſelves, by their reckoning, near land, how 
often do they ſound ? And if upon a coaſt with which 
they are unacquainted, how careful are they to get a 
pilot that knows, and is acquainted with it ? 


APPLICATION. 


Thus watchſul and ſuſpicious ought we to be in 
ſpiritual concernments. We ſhould ſtudy, and be ac- 
quainted with Satan's wiles and policy, The Apoſ- 
tle takes it for granted, that chriſtians are not 1gno- 
rant of hisdevices, 2 Cor. ii. 11. The Serpent's Eye 
(as one ſaith) would do well in the Dove's Head. 
The devil is a cunning pyrate, he puts out falſe co. 
lours, and ordinarily comes up to the chriſtian in the 
diſguiſe of a friend. 

O the manifold depths and ſtratagems of Satan, to 
deſtroy ſouls! Though he hate no wiſdom to do 
himſelf good, yet he hath policy enough to do us mil- 
chief, He lies in ambuſh behind our lawful comforts 
and employments ; yet, fer the generali:y of men, 
ho ſupine and careleſs are they, ſuſpecting no dan- 


ger? 


= . 
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ger ? Their ſouls, like Laiſh, dwell careleſly, their 
ſenſes unguarded : O what an eaſy prize, and con- 
queſt, doth the devil make of them! 

Indeed, if it were with us as with Adam in inno- 
cency, or as it was with Chriſt in the days of his fl. ſh 
(who by reaſon of that overflowing fulneſs of grace 


that dwelt in him, the purity of his perſon, and the 
hypoſtatical union, was ſecured trom the danger of all 


temptations) the caſe then were otherwiſe ; but we 
have a traitor within, as well as a tempter without, 
Jam. i. 14, 15, Our adverſary, the devil, goes about 
as a roaring hon, ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 
v. 8. And, like the beaſts of the foreſts, poor ſouls 
lie down before him, and become his prey. All the 
ſagacity, wit, policy, and foreſight, of ſome men, is 
fummoned in to ferve their bodies, and ſecure their 
fleſhly enjoyments. ; 

Lord how doth the care, wiſdom, ant vigilance of 
men in temporal and external things, condemn my 
careleſſneſs in the deep and dear concernments of my 
precious ſoul ! What care and labour is there to ſe. 
cure a periſhing life, liberty, or treaſure ! When was 
I thus ſolicitous for my ſoul, though its value be in- 
cſt;mable, and its danger far greater? Self preſerva- 
tion is one of the deepeſt principles in nature. The: e 
is not the pooreſt worm, or fly, but will ſhun danger; 
if it can: Yet I am ſo far from ſhunning thoſe dan- 
gers to which my ſoul lies continually expoſed, that I. 
often run it upon temptations, and voluntarily expole 
it to its enemies. I ſee, Lord, how watchful, jealous, 
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and laborious thy people are ; what prayers, tears, 
and groans, ſearching of hearts, mortifiation of luſts, 
guarding of ſenſes; and all accounted too little by 
them, Have not I a ſoul to ſave or loſe eternally, as 


well as they? yet I cannot deny one fleſhly luſt, nor 
withſtand one temptation, O how am I convinced 


and condemned, not only by others care and vigilance, 
but my own too, in leſſer and lower matters? 


— —— 


OBSERVATION V. 


T is a juſt matter of admiration, to ſee ſo great a 
body as a ſhip is, and when unde fail too, before 
a freſh and ſtrong wind, by which it is carried, as the 
clouds, with marvellous force and ſpeed, yet to be 
commanded with eaſe by ſo ſmall a thing as the helm 
is. The ſcriptures take notice of it as a matter wor- 
thy our conſideration. *© Behold alſo the ſhips, 
«© which though they be great, and driven of fierce 
« winds; yet they are turned about with a ſmall helm, 
„ whitherſoever the governor liſteth,” James iii. 4. 


APPLICATION, 


Jo the ſame uſe and office hath God deſigned con- 
ſcience in man, which being rectified and regulated by 
the- word and ſpirit of God, is to ſteer and order his 
whole converſation. Conſcience is as the oracle of 


God, the judge and determiner ol our actions, whether 
they be good-or evil, 


It 


] 
\ 
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It convinceth our reaſon that things of eternal du- 


ration are infinitely to be preferred to all momentary 
and periſhing things, Rom. viii. 18, Heb: xi. 26. and 
itis our duty to chuſe them, and make all ſecular and 
temporary concernments to ſtand aſide, and give place 
to them. | 
It argues that all the delights and pleaſures of this 
world are but a miſerable portion, and that it is the 
higheſt folly to adventure an immortal ſoul for them, 
Luke ix. 25. Alas! what remembrance is there of 
them in hell? They are as the waters that paſs away, 
What have they left of all their mirth and jollity, but 
a tormenting ſting? Now, though theſe be allowed 
maxims of reaſon, and conſcience enforces them 
ſtrongly on the ſoul, yet cannot it prevail; the proud, 
ſtubborn will rebels, and will not be guided by it. 
See Ephel. ii. g. Job xxxiv. 37. Ia. xlvi. 12. Ezek. 
ii. 4. Jer. xliv. 16. | 
Ah! Lord, ſuch an heart have I had before thee ; 
thus obſtinate, thus rebellious, ſo uncontroulable by 
conſcience, Many a time hath conſcience thus wiſ- 
pered in mine ear, many a time hath it flood in my 
way, as the angel did in Balaam's, or the ch-rubims 
that kept the way of the tree of life with flaming ſwords 
Thus hath it ſtood to oppole me 
in the way of my luſts. I have obeyed the voice of 
every luſt and temptation, Tit. ui. 3. Ah Lord! 
what a ſad condition am I in, both in reſpett of fin 
and miſery ? My fin receives dreadful aggravations, 
for rebellion and preſumption are hereby added to it. 
O how 


turning every way. 


6309 
O how dreadful a way of ſinning is this, with opened 
eyes! And as my fin is thus out of meaſure ſinful, ſo 
my puniſhment will be out of meaſure dreadful, if 1 


perſiſt in this rebellion. Lord ! thou haſt ſaid, «ſuch 
ſhall be beaten with many ftripes,” Luke vii. 48. 0 


conſcience! thou art the ſweeteſt friend, or the- 


dreadfulleſt enemy in the world; thy conſolations are 
incomparably ſweet, and thy terrors inſupportable. 
Ah! let me ſtand it out no longer againſt conſcience : 
the very ſhip in which I fail, is a confutation of my 
madneſs, that ruſh greedily into ſin againſt both reaſon 


and- conſcience, and will not be commanded by it; 
ſurely, O my ſoul, this will be bitterneſs in the end. 


— — . — —— 


OBSERVATION VI. 


cc HE commandeth, and raifeth the ſtormy winds 
5 which lifteth up the waves thereof: they 
«© mount up to heaven, and they go down again to the 
« depths; their ſoul is melted becaufe of trouble; 
s they reel to and fro; they ſtagger like a drunken 
« man; they are at their wits end,” Pſal, cvii. 25, 
26, 27. | 
O what ſtrange and miraculous deliverances have 
many feamen had ? How often have they yielded 
themſelves for dead men, and verily thought the next 
ſea would have ſwallowed them up? How earneſtly 
then do they cry for mercy ? and, like the Cymbrians, 
can pray in a ſtorm, though they regard it not at other 
times, Pſal. cvii. 28. Jonah i. 5, 6. 


APPLICATION. 


„ 
ned APPLICATION. 


Theſe dreadful ſtorms do at once diſcover to us the 
ighty power of God in raiſing them, and the abun- 
dant goodneſs of God in preſerving pœor creatures in 


the- hem. | 
We ſhould adore his power, in the winds, and 


admire his goodneſs in preſerving men, in the height 
ble, pf all their fury and violence. O what a marvellous 
CO: Work of God is here! that men ſhould be kept in a 
my poor, weak veſſel, upon the wild, and ſtormy ocean, 
fon where the wind hath its full ſtroke upon them, and 


they are driven bcfore it, as a wreck upon the ſeas; 
yet, I fay, that God ſhould preſerve you there, is a 
work of infinite goodneſs and power. That thoſe 
winds which do rend the very earth, mountains, and 
rocks, 1 Kings xix. 11. © Breaks the Cedar, yea, the 
3 Cedars of Lebanon, ſhakes the wilderneſs, and 
* makes the hinds to calve,” Pſal .xxix. 5, 8, 9. which 
"x naturaliſts ſay bring forth with greateſt difficulty ; 
ſurely your preſervation in ſuch tempeſts, is an aſto- 
en © »iſhing work of mercy. O how dreadful is the wind 
to you! and how doth it make your hearts ſhake 
within you? If but a plank ſpring, or a bolt give 
way, you are all loſt, Sometimes the Lord, for the 
d magnifying of the riches of his goodneſs upon you, 
11 drives you to ſuch exigencies, that, as Paul ſpeaks in 


ly a like caſe, * All hope of being ſaved is taken away,” 

Acts xxvii. 20. nothing but death before your eyes. 
1 The Lord commands a wind out of his treaſury, bids 
er 


it go and lift up the terrible waves, lock you in upon 
the 


— — 
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the ſhore, and drive you upon the rocks, ſo that no 
art can fave you; and then ſends you a piece of wieck, 
or ſome other means, to land you ſafe : And all this to 
give you an experiment of his goodneſs and pity, that 
you may learn to fear that God in whoſe hand your 
ſoul and breath are. 

How often hath this glorious power and goodneſs 
of God paſſed before me in dreadful ſtorms and 
tempeſts at ſea? He hath uttered his voice in thoſe 
ſtormy winds, and ſpoken in a terrible manner by 
them; yet how little have I been affected with it? 
„ The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind, and in 
the ftorm,” Nah. i. g. To ſome he hath walked in 
ways of ju.igment and wrath, ſending them down in i" 
a moment to hell; but to me in a way of forbearance 
and mercy. Ah! how often have I been upon the 
very brink of eternity! Had not God ſhifted, or al- 
layed the wind, in a moment, I had gone down into 
hell. What terrible apprehenſions had I then of my 2 
eternal condition? What vows did J make in my 
diſtreſs? And how earneſtly did 1 then beg for 
mercy ? But, Lord, though thy vows are upon me, 
yet have I been the ſame; yea, added to, and filled 
up the meaſure of my fins. 

Ah! Lord, what an heart have I? What love, 
pity, and goodneſs, have I finned againſt? If God 
had but reſpited judgment ſo long, what a mercy were ; 
it, Sure I am, the damned would account it fo ; but to 


give me ſuch a ſpace torepent, ah! what an invaluable W' 


mercy is this! And do I thus requite the Lord, Deut. 
xxkii. 


( 23 ) 
10 W:xxii, 6. and pervert and abuſe his goodneſs thus ? 
ck, WO my ſoul ! hath he given thee © ſuch deliverances 
sto as theſe, and dareſt thou again break his command. 
ments?“ Ezra ix. 13, 14. O let me pay the vows 


hat my lips have uttered in my diſtreſs, leſt the Lord 
ecover his glory from me in a way of judgment. 


—ð — . ́ä6“— 


OBSERVATION VII. 

HE mariner wants no ſkill and wiſdom to im- 

prove ſeveral winds, and make them ſerviceable 
o his end; a bare ſide-wind, by his {kill in ſhifting 
and managing the ſails, will ſerve his turn; He will 
not loſe the aCvantage of one breath or gale, that may 
be uſeful to him. I have many times wondered to ſee 
two ſhips failing in a direct counter- motion, by one 
and the {ſame wind: Their {kill and wiſdom herein is 
admit able. 


APPLICATION. 
Thus prudent and ſkilful are men in ſecular and 
lover matters, and yet how ignorant and unſkilful in 
the great and everlaſfling affairs of their fouls! All 
their invention, judgment, wit and memory, ſeem to 
od be preſs d for the ſervice of the fleſh, They can learn 
ere Ian art quickly, and arrive to a great deal of exattneſs 
in it; but in ſoul matters, no knowledge at all. They 
can underſtand the Equator, Meridian, and Horizon ; 
by the firſt they can tell the Latitude of any place, 
ſouth or north, meaſuzing it by the degrees in the me- 


ridian; 
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ing it by the degrees of the Equator ; and by the third 


alas! none to do my'elf good. Ah ! how will theſe 


6 


ridian; by the ſecond they can tell you the Longitude 
of a place, eaſt and weſt, from the meridian, meaſur- 


they can diſcern the divers riſings and fettings of the 
ſtars. And ſo in other arts and ſciences, we find men 
endowed w:th rare abilities, and ſingular ſagacitv. 
How inexcuſable then, art thou, O my ſoul! and 
how mute and con founded muſt thou needs ſtand be. 
fore the bar of God, in that great day? Thou hadſt a 
talent of natural parts committed to thee, but which 
way have they been improved? I had an underſtand· 
ing, indeed, but it was not ſanctified; a memory, but 
it was like a ſieve, that let go the corn, and retained 
nothing but huſks and chaff; wit and invention, but, 


riſe in judgment againſt me, and ſtop my mouth? 
What account ſhall I give for them in that day? 
Again, are men (otherwiſe prudent and unſkilful) 
ſuch ſots and fools in ſpiritual things? Then let the 
poor, weak chriſtian, whole natural parts are blunt 


and dull, admire the riches of God's free grace to him. 
O what an aſtoniſhing conſideration is this! that God 7 
ſhould paſs by men of the proſoundeſt natural par.s, p 
and chuſe me, even poor me, whole natural faculties f 


and endowments, compared with theirs, are but as 
lea] to gold! Thus under the las he paſſed by the 
lion and eag'e, and ch.ſe the lamb and dove. O how 
ſhould it make me to advance graze, as Chriſt doth 
upon the ſame account ? © I tlie>k thee, Father, Lord 
* of heaven and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things 


ſrom 


1 


= from the wile arid prudent, and revealed them 10 

* babes, Matt. xi. 25. And let it ever be an hum- 

ird ling conſideration to me; for who made me to differ ? 

wes not this one principal thing God aims at, in calling 

nen uch as 1 am; that boaſtin Z may be excluded, and him- 
elf alone exalted ? 

and 

be. — — 
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nich OBSERVATION VIII. 

nd- EAMEN are very watchful to take their opportu- 

but nity of wind and-tide, and it much concerns them 

ned {Wo to be; the neglect of a few hours, ſometimes, loles 

but, Whem their paſſage, and proves a great detriment to them, 


heſe 
ith ? 


hey know the wind is an uncertain, variable thing; 
hey muſt take it when they may. If a proſperous gale 


ffers, and they not ny; they are very ſorr, to loicit. 
ful) | 


t the 
lun 


AP Pp L ICATI ON. 
There are alſo dale and gales of grace 8 our 
Lag ouls, golden opportunities of {alvaticn afforded to men, 
God he neglect of which proves the lots and ruin of 1ouls. 
od hath given unto man a day of viſitation, which he 


ar. s, 
Ales ath limited, Heb. iv. 7. and keeps an exatt account 
a a every Year, Month, and Day, that ue have enjoys ed 


the t Luke xiii. 7. Jer. xxv. 3. Luke xix; 42. The 
ongeſt date of it can be but the time of thi, life; this 


. Nas! day * work in, Job ix. 4. and upon this ſmall 
| ire the weight of cternity hangs. But ſometimes the 
ore calon of grace, is ended, before th. night, of death 
. omes: © the accepted lime” is zone, men ſrequently 
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outlive it, Luke xix, 44. 2 Cor. vi. 2. Or, if.the out. 
ward means of ſalvation be continued, yet the Spirit 
many times withdraws from thole means, and ceaſes 
any more to ſtrive with men; and then the bleſſing, 
power, and efficacy are gone from them, and initcad 
thereof a curſe ſeizeth the ſoul, Heb. + Vi. 7. 8. and Jer, 
vi. 29. 

Ther. fore it is a matter of high im; -ortance to our 
ſouls to apprehend theſe ſeaſons. How pathetically 
doth Chriſt bewail Jeruſalem upon this account!. 
« O that thou hadſt known, at leaſt in this thy day; 
« the things of thy peace! but now they are hid from 
e thine eyes,” Luke xix. 42. If a company of ſeamen 
are fet on ſhore upon ſome remote, uninhabited iſland? 
with this advice, to be aboard again exactly at fuchWM; 
an hour, elſe they muſt be left behind : How doth it 
concern them to be punctual to their time? The lives 
of thoſe men depend upon a quarter of an hour. Many 
a ſoul hath periſhed eternally (the goſpel leaving them 
behind in their fins) becauſe they knew not the time 
of their viſitation, | 

What golden ſeaſons for ſalvation haſt thou en- 
jayed, O my ſoul! what halcyon days of gofpel-light 
and grace haſt thou had? How haye the precious gale - 

of grace blown to no purpoſe upon thee! and th 
Spirit waited and fitiven with thee in vain ? «Th 
+ kingdom of heaven” (being opened in the goſpel 
diſpenſations) © hath ſuffered violence.” Multitude: 
have been preſſing into it in my days, and I myſci! 
have ſometimes been almoſt perſuaded, and not fa 


from the kingdom of God.” Ah! I have cauſe t 
| | ſes 
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eur and tremble, leſt Godhathleft me under that curſe, 


0" W+ Let him that is filthy, be filthy Gill,” Rev. xx. 11,1 


th fear I am become as that/miry place, Ezek. xlvii. 11. 
es 

Gn at ſhall not be healed by the ſtieams of the goſpel, 
ic Y bur given to ſalt, and curſed into perpetual barrennels. 


Ah Lord ! wiltthou.leave me fo! and ſhall thy Spirit 
{trive no more with me? Then it had been good for 
me that I had never. been born. Ah! if l huve trifled 
out this ſeaſon, and irrecoverably loſt it, then I may 
take up that lamention, and ſay, ** my harveſt is paſt 
„ my ſummer is ended, and I am not faved,” Jer. 


Jer, 


our 
cally 


unt! 


day viii. 20. | | 
from Every creature knows its time, even the turtle, 
3 crane, and ſwallow, know the time of their coming, 
ant Jer. viii. 7, How brutiſh am I, that have not known . 
ach the time of my viſitation! O thou that art the Lord 
pour of life and time, command one gracious ſeaſon more 

8 


to me, and make it eftettual to me, before I go hence 
fany and be ſeen no more 


them 

time — — Ta oo 

ae OBSERVATION IX. 

-light OW exceeding ſolicitous and adventurous Xe 


gales ſeamen for a ſmall portion of the world ? How 
d tha prodigal cf itrength and life for it ? They will rumto the 
© The ends of the earth, engage in a thouſand dangers, upon 
ofpel- the hopes and probability of geiting a ſmall ellate, 


itude! 
nyſei! 
ot fa 
uſe te 

ſc? 


Per mare, per terras, per mille pericula currunt. 
Hopes of gain make them willing to adventure their 
libe ty, yea, their life; and encourage them to endu e 


C2 heat, 
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neat, cold, and hunger, and a thouſand traits and dif. 
hculties, to which they are frequently expoſed. 


APPLICATION. 
Ho hot and eager are mens affections after the 
world! and how:remiſs and cold toward things eter- 


nal! They are ** careful, and troubled about many 

things,“ but ſeldom mind the great and neceſſary 
matters, Luke x. 40. They can „ riſe early, go to 
bed late, and eat the bread of carefulne's :” But when 
did they fo deny themſelves fortheir poor ſouls ? Their 
heads are full of deſigns and projects to get, or to ad- 
vance an eſtate; + We will go into ſuch a city, and Ml” 
„ continue there a year, and buy and fell; and get 
« pain,” James iv. 13. This is the 28 fg, the mal. 
ter-deſign, which engroſſeth all their time, ſtudies, and 
contrivances. The will hath paſſed a decree for it, the 
heart and affections are fully let out to it; they“ WII 
©: be rich,” 1 Tim. vi. 9. This decree of the will, the 
ſpirit of God takes deep notice of it; and indeed it is the 
cleareſt, and fulleſt diſcovery of a man's portion and 
condition : For Icok what is the higheſt in the eſtima- 
tion, firſt and laſt in the thoughts, and upon which we 
nend our time and {lrength with delight; certainly, 
that is our treaſure, Matt. vi, 20, 21. The heads 
and hearts of ſaints are full o! ſolicitous cares and 
fears about their ſpiritual,condition ;/ the great deſign 
they drive on, to which all other things are but 
things on the bye,“ is to make ſure their calling 
and election. This is the weight and bias of their 
ſpirit : If their hearts ſtray and wander after any cther 
things, this reduces them again, 


Lord 


dif. 
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Lord, this hath been my manner from my youth, 
may the earnal- minded man ſay; I have been labour- 
ing for the meat that petiſneth; diſquieting myſe.f in 
vain; full of defigas and projects for the world, and 
unweariet in my endeavours to compaſs an earthly 
treaſure: yet therein 1 have either been checked 
and diſap pointed by providence; or, if! have obtain- 
ed, yet 1 am no ſooner come to enjoy that content and 
omfort I promiſed myſelf in it, but I am ready to 
leave it all, ta be ſtrĩpt out of it by death, and in that 
day all my thoughts periſh : But, in the mean time, 
what have I do ef r my ſoul ? when did 1 ever break 
a night's ſleep, or deny and pinch mylelf for ii? Ah, 
ſool that I am! to nour ſh and pampe a vile t ody, 
which muſt ſhy ily lie under the clods, and become 
a loathlome carcals; and, in the mean time, neg ect 
and undo my poor ſoul, which; attakes of the na ur: 
of angels, and muſt live for ever. I have kept others 
vineyards, but my on vincyard I have nut kept: F 
have been a perpetual drudge and ſlave to the world; 
in a worle condi ion hath my foul been, than others 
that are condemned to the mines. Lord, change my 
treaſure, and change, my heart; O let it ſuffice, that- 
J have been thus Jong labuuring in the fire, for very 
vanity : Now gather up my heart and affections into 
thyſelf, and Jet my great deſigu now. be to ſecure a 
ſpecial intereſt in thy bleſſed ſelf, that I may once 0 
& To me to live is Chriſt.“ 


C3 OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION x. 


()* how great uſe and neceſſity is the compaſs to 

ſeamen ! though they can coaſt a little, way by 
the ſhore, yet they dare not venture far into the ocean 
without it; it is their guide, and directs and ſhapes 
their courſe for them: And if by the violence of 
wind and weather they are driven beſide their due 
courſe, yet by the help of this they are reduced and 
brought to rights again, 


APPLICATION, 


What th compaſs, and all o:her mathematical in- 
ſtruments are to the navigator, that, and much more, 
is the word of God to us in our courſe to heaven, 
This is our compaſs to ſteer our courſe by, and it is 
iruly touched; he that orders his converſation by it, 
ſhall ſafely arrive in heaven at laſt. “ As many as 
«© walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and 
& mercy,” Gal. vi. 15. | 

'This word is as neceſſary to us in our way to glory, 
as a lamp or lanthorn ts ina dark night, Pſal. cxix. 105. 
this is * a light ſhining in a dark place, till the day 
% dawn, and the day ſtar ariſe in our hearts,“ 2 Pet. 
1. 19. If any that profeſs to know it, and own it as a 
rule, miſs heaven at laſt, let them not blame the word 
for miſguiding them, but their own negligent and de- 
ceitful hearts, that ſhuffle in and out, and ſhape not 
their courſe and converſation according to its preſcrip- 
tions. 

What blame can you lay upon the compals, if you 
fieer not exactly by it? How many are there, that 


neg- 


1 


neglecting this rule, will coaſt it to heaven by their 
s toon reaſon ? No wonder ſuch fall ſhort, and periſh in 
by che way. This is a faithful guide, and brings all that 
can Wl follow i: to a bleſſed end; Thou ſhalt guide me 
pes wich thy counſel, and afterwards receive me to 
: of glory,” Plal. Ixxii. 24. The whole hundred and 
due nineteenth Plalm is ſpent in commendation of its tranſ- 
cendent excellency and uſefulneſs. Luther proſeſſed, 
that he prized it ſo highly, that he would not take the 
whole world in exchange ſor one leaf of ii. Lay but 
this rule before you, and wala accurately by it, and 


in. you ce nnot be out of z our way to heaven : ** I have 
ore, choſen the way of truth, (or the true way ;) thy 
i & judgmeais have I laid before me.” Ages 
wy Lad is thy word a compals to direct my courſe to 
Y u, glory? O where am I chen like to arrive at laſt, that 
Y 2 i all my courſe have negleRed it, and ſteered accord- 
and ing to the counſel of my own heart! Lord, I have not 
| made thy word the man of my counſel, but conſulted 
ory» WY vun ficſh and blood ; I have notenquared at this oracles 
105. nor ſtudied it, and made it the guide of my way, but 
day walked after the ſight of my eyes, and the luſt of my 
= heart, Whither Lord, can I come at laſt, but to hell, 
EP after this way of reckoning ? Some have lighted thy 
15. word profeſſedly, and J have ſlghted it practically. I 
have a poor ſoul embarked {or eternity, it is now float- 
f oy ing on a dangerous ocean, rocks and funds on every 
ME” de, and I 90 adrift before every wind ef temptaion, 
and knew not where I am. Ah Lord! convu.ce meot 
as I danger of this condition. O convince me of my 
that 12nOrance 
neo 
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ignorance in thy word, and the fatal conſequence and 
iſſue thereof. Lord, let me now reſolve to ſtudy, 
prize, and obey it; let me hide it in my heart, that ! 
may not ſin againſt it. Open my underſtanding, that 
I may underſtand the ſeriptures; open my heart to 
entertain thy truth. O thou that haſt been ſo gracious 
10 give a perfeR rule, give me allo a perſect heart to 
walk by that rule to glory! | 


©! 
a KB 

— — 
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OBSERVATION XI. a\ 


IHE waves of the {ca are ſometimes raiſed by 
God's commiſſion, to be executioners of his 


threatenings upon ſinners. When Jonah fled from 
the preſence of the Lord to Tarſhiſh, the text ſaith, ll 
„ The Lor ſent out a great wind into the ſea, and 
„there was a mighty tempeſt, ſo that the ſhip was 
like to be broken,” Jonah i. 4. And Pſa. cxlvin. 8. 
The ſtormy winds are faid 10-+fulfil his word,“ not 
only his werd of command, in riſing when God bids 
them, but his word of threatening alſo. And hence 
it is called Ja deſtroying wind,“ Jer. li. 1, and * a 


ſtormy wind in God's fury,” Ezek. xin, 13. 
APPLICATION, | ſt 


If theſe be the executioners Oi the Lord's threaten- 
ings, how fad hen is their condition that pit forth to 
a under the guilt of all their fins? O, if God ſhou'd 
commiſſion the winds to go after and arreſt thee for all 


thou oweſt him, Were art thou then ? -How dare you 
put 
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ut forth under the power of a divine threat, before all 
e cleared betwixt God and thee ? Sins in ſcriptme 
are called debts, Matt. vi. 12. They are debts to God; 
becauſe they render the ſinner obnoxious 10 God's 
udgments; even as pecuniary debtors who have not 
vherewith to pay, are liable to ſuffer puniſhment. 
All finners muſt undergo the curſe, either in their own 
erſon, according to the exprels letter of the law, Gen. 
i. 17, Gal. iii. 10. or their ſurety, according to the 
acit intent of the law, manifeſted to be the mind of the 
awgiver, Gen. iii. 15. Gal. iii. 13, 14. 

Now he that by faith hath intereſt in this ſurety, 
ath bis diſcharge, ſealed in the blood of Chriſt ; all 
roceſs at law, or from the law, is ſtopt, Rom, viii. 
But if thou be an impenitent, perliſting ſinner, thy 


_ debt remains upon thine own ſcore: And be ſure 
a | thy fin will find thee out, wherever thou goeſt,“ 

AY umb. xxxii. 23. that is, God's avenging hand tor 

he n will be upon thee: Thou mayeſt loſe the fight and 

Fes emory of thy ſins, but they loſe not the ſight of thee ; 
1 


hey follow after, as the hound doth the fleeting game 
pon the ſcent, till they have fetched thee up: And then 
znfiider, Ho fearful a thing it is to fall into the hands 
ef. che living God.“ Heh. x. 31. How ſoon may a 
ſtorm arreſt, and bring thee before the bar of God? 

O my ſoul, what a caſe art thou in, if this be ſo ? 
Are not all thy {ins vet upon thine own ſcore ? Haſt 
not thou made light of Chriſt, and that precious 
or all elood of his, and hithertq perſiſted in thy rebellion 
you againſt, him? And « hat can the iſſue of this be at laſt, 
1 hut. 
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but ruin ? There is abundant mercy indeed for return. 
ing ſinners; but the goſpel {peaks of none for perſiſt. 
ing and impenitent ſinners. And though many who 
are going on in their fins are overtaken by grace, yet 


there is no grace promiſed to ſuch as go on in ſin. O, 
If God ſhould arreſt me by the next ſtorm, and call 
me to an account for all that I owe him, I muſt then 
lic in the priſon of hell to all eternity; for I can nevet 
pay the debt; riay, all the angels in heaven cannot 
fatisfy for it. Being Chriſtleſs, I am under all the 
curſes in the book of God, Lord, pity and ſpare me 
a little longer! O difcover thy Chriſt unto me, and 
give me faith in his blood, and then thou art fully ſa 
fisfietl at once, and I diſcharged for ever. O requin 
not the deb: at my hand, tor then thou wilt never be 
ſatisfied, nor I acquitted. What profit, Lord, 1s ther: 
ia my blood! O my ſoul, make haſte to this Chri 
thy refuge-city ; thou knoweſt not how ſoon the 
venger of blood may overtake thee, s 


x : 9 . 
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OBSERVATION XII. 


N ſtorms and diſtreſſes at fea, the richeſt commodi 
ties are caſt overboard : they ſtand not upon i 
when life and all is in jeopa:dy and hazard, Jonah i 
5. the mariners ca't forth the wares that were in tl 
ſhip into the fea, to lighten it. And Acts xxvi 
18, 19. they caſt out the very tackling of the ſhip 
How highly ſoever men prize, ſuch comm:dities, ye 
real 
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eaſon.:clls them, it were better theſe ſhould periſh, 
han life. Satan himſelf could ſay, „Skin for ſkin, 
and all that a man hath, will he give ſor his life,” 
ob i. | 


"APPLICATION. 
And : ſurely, it is every way as highly reaſcnable, 
hat men ſhould mortiſy, caſt out, and cut off their 
leareſt luſts, rather than their immortal ſouls ſhould 
ink and periſh in the ſtorm of God's wrath. Life, 
e me deed, is a precious treaſure, and highly valued by 
nen: And we find men willing to part with their e- 
tates, limhs, or any outward comfort, for the preler- 
ation of it. The woman in the goſpel ſpent all ſhe 
jad on the phyncians for her health; a degree below 


bs, fe. Some men indeed do much overvalue their 
ri ife, and part with Chriſt and peace of conſcience for 


; but he that thus ſaves it, ſhall loſe it. Now if 
ife be ſo much worth, what then is the foul worth? 
Alas! life “' is but a vapour, which appeareth ſor a 
* litle while, and then vaniſheth away,” James 
v. 14. | 

Life is indeed of more worth than all the world, 
dut my ſoul is more worth than ten thouſand lives. 
ature teacheth you to value the firlt ſo high, and 
race ſhould teach you to value the ſecond much 
gigher, Mat. xix. 26. Now here is the caſc : Either 
ou muſt part with your fins, or with your fouls; if 
heſe be not caſt out, both muſt fink together. If ye 
live after the fleſh, ye muſt die.“ Rom. vin. 1g. 


And | 


And mult fin or the ſoul periſh? Muſt my life. 
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yea, my eternal life, go for it, if I ſpare it? O then lei 
me not be cruel to mine own ſoul in ſparing my ſin. 
O my ſou), this ſooliſh pity, and cruel indulgence will 
be thy ruin: If I ſpare it, God hath ſaid, He will 
« not ſpare me,” Deut. xXVi, 20. It is true, the pains 
of mortification are ſharp, but yet are eaſier than theo 
pains of hell. To, cut off a right hand, or pluck oui e. 
a right eye, is hard; but to have my ſoul cut off eter. n 
nally, ſrom God, is harder. Is it as ealy, O my ſoul r 
to burn for them in hell, as to mortify them on carthꝰ g 


Surcly, © it is profitable fo- me; 'that cne member 
< periſh, rather than all be caſt into hell,” Matt. v. 
24. I ſee the merchant willing to part with rich wares 
it embarked. with them in a ſtorm: And thoſe that 
have gangreened legs or arms, willingly ſt reich 
them out to be cut off, to preſerve liſe; and ſhall I be 


will ng io endure no difficulties ſor my ſoul? 'Chnl: 
reckoned ſouls worth his blood: And is not my foul 


worth my ſelf-denial ?- Lord, let me not warm a ſnake 


in my boſom, that will at laſt ſting me ta the heart. Wi! 


4, Q8SERVA TION, XIII. 
u er is ſkill in filning; they that go to ſea in 
| a fiſhing voyage, uſe to go provided with their 


CRAFT (as they very ſitly call it) without which they 
can do nothing. | They have their lines, hooks of ſe- 
veral ſizes, and their bait, They carefully obſerve 
their ſeaſons ; when the fiſh falls in, then they ph 
their buſineſs diy and night, 


APPLICA) 


Ka 


APPLICATION. 


But how much more ſkilful and induſtrious is Sa- 
an to enſnare and deſtroy ſouls? The devil makes a 
oyage as well as you; he hath his baits for you, as 
you haye-for the fiſh: He hath his devices and wiles 
to catch ſouls, 2 Cor. ii. 11. Epheſ. vi. 11. He is ay 
ſerpent, an old ſerpent, Rev. xii. 9. Too crafty for 
man in his perfection, much more in his collapſed 
and degenerated ſtate ; his underſtanding being crack- 
d by the fall, and all his faculties poiſoned, and 
perverted, 

And is Satan ſo ſubtil and induſtrious to entice ſouls 
o fin? Doth he thus caſt out his golden baits, and allure 
ouls with pleaſure to their ruin ? Then how doth it 
dehove thee, O my ſoul, to be jealous and wary ! 
ow ſtrict a guard ſhould I ſet upon every ſenſe ! 
\h,let me not ſo much regard how fin comes toward 
ne in the temptation, as Low it goes off at laſt. The 
lay in which Sodom was deſtroyed, began with a 
pleaſant ſun- ſhine, but ended in fire and brimſtone. I 
ay promiſe myſelf much content in the ſatisfaction 
df my luſts; But, O how certainly will it end in my 
un? Ah, with what a ſmiling face doth ſin 
ſea ingome on towards me in its temptations! how doth 

mei tickle the carnal fancy, and pleaſe the deceived 
ther cart ? But what a dreadful cataſtrophe and upſhot 

ait? The delight is quickly gone; but the guilt 
hereof remains to amaze and terrify the ſoul with 
haſuy forms, and dreadful repreientations of the 
FB cath of God. 


CA 8 OBSER 
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OBSERVATION XIV. 


HE ſmalleſt leak, if not timely diſcovered and 

ſtopt, is enough to ſink a ſhip of the greateſt 
burden : therefore ſeamen are wont frequently to try 
what water is in the hold; and if they find it freſh 
and increaſing upon them, they ply the pump, and 
{ct the carpenters to ſearch for it and ſtop it; and till 
it be ſound they cannot be quiet, 


APPLICATION. : 

What ſuch a leak isto a ſhip, that is the ſmalleſt fin 
neglected to the ſoul ; it is enough to ruin it eternally; 
No fin, though never ſo ſmall, is tolerated by the pure 
and perfect law of God, Pſal. cxix. 96. The command 
is exceeding broad; not as if it gave men a latitude to 
walk as they pleaſe, but broad, that 1s, extending itſelf 
to all our words, thoughts, actions, and affections; 
Laying a law upon them all ; conniving at no evil in 
any man, 1 Pet. ii. 1. | 

And, as the word gives no allowance for the leaſt 
fin, ſo it is the very nature of ſincerity and uprightneſs, 
to ſet the heart againſt [every] way of wickedneſs, 
Pſal. cxxx. 23, 24. Job iv, 23. and eſpecially againſt 
that ſin which was its darling in the days of his vanity, 
Pſal. xviii. 23. He that hates fin, as a fin, (and ſo dotli 
every upright ſoul) hates all fins as well as ſome, 

Again, the ſoul that hath had a ſaving ſight of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and a true diſcovery of the evil of fin, in the 


glaſs both of che law and goſpel, can account no fin 
ſmall 
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ſmall, He knows the demerit of the ſmalleſt fin is 
God's eternal wrath, and that not the leaſt fin can be 
remitted, without the ſhedding and application of the 
blood of Chriſt, Heb. ix. 22. which blood is of infinite 


value and price, 1 Pet. 1.9. 


God's people know, that little as well as great ſins, 
are dangerous, deadly, and deſtructive in their own 
nature ; a little poiſon will deſtroy a man. A man 
would think Adam's fin had been no great matter ; 
yet, what dreadful work did it make! It was not as a 
ſingle bullet, to kill himſelf only; but as a chain-ſhot, 
which cut off all his poor, miſerable poſterity. In- 
deed, no fin can be little, becauſe its obje&, againſt 
whom it is committed, is ſo great, whence it receives 
a kind of infiniteneſs in itſelf; and becauſe the price 
paid to redeem us from it is ſo invaluable. 

And is the ſmalleſt fin not only damning in its own 
nature, but will certainly prove the ruin of that ſoul 
that hides and covers it; O, then, let my ſpirit accom- 
pliſh a diligent ſearch, Look to it, O my ſoul ! that 
no ſin be indulged by thee ; ſet thele conſiderations, 
as ſo many flaming ſwords, in the way of thy carnal 
delights and luſts : Let me never ſay of any fin, as 
Lot did of Zoar, © It is a little one, ſpare it.” Shall 
I ſpare that which coſt the blood of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
The Lord did not ſpare it, When he made his ſoul 
an offering for ſin,” Rom. viii. 32. Neither will 
he ſpare me, if I defend and hide it, Deut. xxix. 20. 
Ah! if my heart were right, and my converſation 
ſound, that luſt, whatever it be, that is ſo favoured 

D 2 by 


( 
by me, would eſpecially be abhorred, and hated, IIA. ii, 
20. and chap. xxx. 22, Whatever-my'convittions 
and reformations have been, yet if there be but one 
{in retained, and delighted in, this keeps the devil's 
intereſt ſtill in my ſoul: And though for a time he 
ſeems to depart, yet at laſt he will return with ſeven 
worſe ſpirits; and this is the fin that will open che Id 
door to him, and deliver up my foul, Matt. xii. 43, Nu 
44. Lord, let me make thorough work of it; let me 


cut it off, and pluck it out, though it be as a right. 
hand, or eye, 


— —'  — — 
OBSERVATION XV. 


HAT multitudes of men hath the ſea devour. 

ed! Thouſands have made their graves in it. 
What numbers of men have been ingulfed together in 
ſea—-fights, or ſtorms, or inundations, whereby whole 
towns have been ſwallowed up ! Certainly the dead 
which are there, are innumerable ! 


APPLICATION, 
But though the ſea has received ſo many thouſand 
bodies of men into its devouring throat, yet it is n«t 
the abſolute Lord, or proprietor of them, but rather a 


ſteward intruſted with them, till the Lord require ano 
account of them; and then it muſt deliver up all i: 


hath received. And I ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, An 
5 ſtand before God: And the books were opened 


% and 
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« and another bogk was opened, which is the book 
« of life; and the dead were judged out of thoſe 


5 &« things which were written in the books, according 
pM to their works. And the ſea gave up the dead 


T9 & which were in it,” Rev, xx, 11, 12. 


ven And muſt I riſe again, wherever my body falls at 
the death? Then, Lord, how am I concerned to get 
43 MWvnion with Chriſt, while I live? By virtue thereof 
t me only, my reſurrection can be made comfortable, and 
ight MWblefſed to me. Ah! let my body he where it will, 
in earth or fea ; let my bones be ſcattered, and fleſh 
devoured by worms or fiſh, I know thou canſt, and 
vilt re-unite my ſcattered parts; and in this body I 
muſt ſtand before thine awful tribunal, to receive 
according to what I have done therein,” 2 Cor, 


10. 
O Lord, I know that I ſhall ſtand in that great af. 
embly at the laſt day, when multitudes, multitudes, 
ven all the ſons and daughters of Adam, ſhall appear 
cgether, O if I die Chriſtleſs, it were good for me 
hat there were no 1clurreftion; for then thufe eyes 
hat have been windows of luſt, muſt behold Chriſt 
he judge, not as redeemer, but as a revenger. That 
uſand ongue that has vented ſo much of the filthineſs of my 
is n eart, will then be ſtruck ſpeechleſs before him ; and 
her 4WMhis fleſh, which I ſo pampered and provided for, 
e anWondemncd to everlaſting flames, O my God Met me 
all itrake ſure work for ſuch a day? If I now get real 
rreat, nion with thy ſon, I ſhall awake with ſinging, out of 
ned ; ; 
and 55 5G the 
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the. duſt ; and then, as thou ſaidſt to Jacob, ſo to me, 
when I go down into the ſea, or grave, „fear not to 
go down into the deep; for I will ſurely bring the 


up again,” Gen, xlvi. 95 4- 


A Concluding ADDRESS, 


1 NOW look to heaven for a bleſſing upon theſe 

weak labours ; what ule you will make of them; 

I know not; but this I know, that the day is coming, 
when God will reckon with you for'this, and all other 

helps and means afforded to you: And if they be not 


improved by you, be ſure they will be produced as a 
witneſs againſt you. Sirs, I beg you, in the name of 
Chriſt, before whom both you ard I muſt ſhortly 
appear, receive not theſe things in vain, I re- 
queſt you all, both maſters, common men and all 
others, into whoſe hands this ſhall come, that you 
will lay to heart what you read; pray unto him that 
hath © the key of the houſe of David, that openeth 
„ and no man ſhutteth,” to open your hearts to give 
entertainment to theſe truths, Alas! if you apply 
them not to yourſelves, I have laboured to no purpoſe: 
But God may make ſuch an application of them, in one 
ſtorm or other, as may make your hearts to tremble, 
O firs! when death and eternity look you in the face, 
conſcience may reflect upon theſe things to your hor. 


hor 
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ror and amazement, and make you cry out, as Prov. 
v. 12, 13. How have I hated knowledge, and my 
« heart deſpiſed repreof ? And have not obeyed the 
% voice of my teachers, nor inclined my ears to them 
te that inſtructed me?” And O whata dreadful ſhriek 
will ſuch ſouls give, when the Lord opens their eyes, 
to ſee that miſery that they are here warned of! O 
thou, that art the father of ſpirits, that formedſt, and 
canſt eaſily reform the heart, open thou the blind eye, 
unſtop the deaf ear, and let thy word take hold upon 
the heart. If thou wilt but ſay the word, theſe weak 


labours ſhal] proſper, to bring home many ſouls 
unto thee. Amen. - 
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Vet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his 
wickedneſs, nor from his wicked way, he ſhall die in his 
miquity, but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul. | 

| Ezek. iii. 19. 
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WARNING I. 
Againſt Drunkenneſs. 


TY” heed and beware of the deteſtable fin 


of DRUNKENNESS, Which is a beaſtly fin, a 
voluntary madneſs, a fin that unmans thee, and makes 
thee like the beaſts that periſh ; yea, ſets thee below 
the brute beaſts, which will not drink to exceſs; or 
if they do, yet it 1s not their fin. One of the ancients 
calls it, * A diſtemper of the head; a ſubverſion of 
« the ſenſes; a tempeſt in the tongue ; a ſtorm of the 
« body; the ſhipwreck of virtue, the loſs of time; a 
te wilful madneſs; a pleaſant devil; a ſugar'd poiſon ; 
© a ſweet ſin, which he that has, has not himſelf; and 
% he that commits it, doth not only commit fin, but 
« he himſelf is altogether fin.” It is a fin at which the 
more ſober heathens bluſhed. The Spartans brought 
their children to lothe it, by ſhewing them a drunk- 
ard, whom they gazed at as a monſter: Even Epi- 
curus himſelf, who eſteemed happineſs to conſiſt in 
pleaſure, yet was temperate, as Cicero obſerves, 
Chriſtianity could once glory in its profeſſors, Ter- 
tullian ſaith of the primitive Chriſtians, ©« They ſat 
not down before they prayed; they eat no more 
than might ſuffice hunger; they drank no more 
than was ſufficient ſor temperate men; they did ſo 
cat 


e 


. * eat and drink, as thoſe that remembered they muſt 
* pray afterward.” But now we may bluſh to be. ' 
hold ſuch beaſtly ſenſualiſts adorning themſelves with 
its name, and ſheltering themſelves under its wings. 

And amongſt thoſe that profeſs Chriſtianity, how 
ordinarily is this. ſin committed by ſeamen ? Some of 
them have gone aboard drunk, and laid the foundation 


of their voyage in ſin, O what a preparation is this! 


They knew not whether ever they ſhall ſee the land 
of their nativity any more ; the next ſtorm may ſend 
them into eternity : Yet this is the farewel they take, 
this is their preparation to meet the Lord. And ſo in 
their returns, notwithſtanding the terrible, and af. 
toniſhing works of the Lord, which they have beheld 
with their eyes, and their marvellous preſervation in 
ſo great and terrible extremities ; yet thus do they re- 
quite the Lord, as ſoon as their dangers are over, as 


if they had been delivered to commit all abominations. a 
But a few hours or days ſince, they were reeling to be 
| and fro upon a ſtormy ocean, and ““ ſtaggering like in 
| drunken men,” as it is ſaid, Pfal. cvii. 27, and now 10 
you may ſee them reeling and ſtaggering in the ſtreets, 64 
| drowning the ſenſe of all thoſe precious mercics and 66 
deliverances in their drunken cups. 6 


Reader, If thou be one that is guilty of this ſin, for i ... 
the Lord's ſake, bethink thyſelf ſpeedily and weigh, int 
with the realon of a man, what I ſhall now ſay, in ¶ tec 


order to thy convittion, humiliation, and'reforma- WW... 


| tion. When men fit till wine have inflamed them, Wl me 
and reaſon be diſturbed (for drunkenneſs is the pri- > jou 
vation of realon, cauled by immoderate drinking) then 

do 
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they come under the guilt of this horrid and abomi- 
nable fin. To the ſatis faction and refreſhment of na- 
ture, you may drink; * but take heed you go no fur. 
« ther; For wine is a mocker, ſtrong drink is raging, 
a Ind whoſoever is dectived thereby, is not wiſe,” 
Prov. xx. 1. This is the fin againſt which God hath 
delivered ſo many precepts, and denounced fo many 
woes, in his word. Be not drunk with wine, 
«« wherein is excels,” Eph. v. 18.'* Not in rioting 
« and drunkenneſs, not in chambering and wanton- 
« neſs,” Rom. xiii. 13. © Woe to them that riſe 
early in the morning, that they may follow ſtrong 
« drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame 
« them,” Ila. v. 11. with many other of dreadful 


importance. 
Drunkenneſs ſlays more than the word. O! what 
a terrible thing will it be to conſider upon a death. 


bed, that theſe pangs and aches are the fruits of thy 
intemperance and exceſs! + Who hath woe? Who 


„ hath ſorrows? Who hath contention ? Who hath 
& babling ? Who hath wounds without cauſe ? Who 
„ hath redneſs of eyes? They that tarry long at the 
* wine, they that go to ſeek mixed wine,” Prov. 
xX111, 29, 30. By this enumeration, and manner of 
interrogation, he ſeems to make it a difficult thing to 
recount the mileries that drunkenneſs loads the out- 
ward man with; for look, as vermin abound where 
there is ſtore of corn, ſo do diſeaſes in the bodies of 
drunkards, abound. | 


E Drunkenneſs 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Drunkenneſs waſtes and ſcatters thine eſtate ; po. 
verty attends exceſs; the drunkard ſhall be cloathed in 
rags, and broughtto a morſel of bread. Solomon hath 
read thy fortune; © He that loveth wine and oil ſhal 
not be rich,” Prov. xxi. 17. Luxury and beggary are 
ſeldom far aſunder. The drunkard and the glutton 
4 ſhall ſurely come to poverty,” Prov. xxiii. 21. lt 
doth not only diſpoſſeſs a man of his reaſon, which is 
a rich and fair inheritance given io him by God, but 


it alſo diſpoſſeſſes him of his eſtate : It waſtes all that 


either the provident care of thy progenitors, cr the 
bleſſing of God upon thine own induſtry, hath ob. 
tained for thee. And how will this ſting like an 
adder, when thou ſhalt conſider it? And not to men. 
tion the miſeries and forrows they bring hereby upon 


their families, drinking the tears, yea, blood of their 
wives and children: O! what an account will they 
give to God, when their reckoning-day comes! Be. 
lieve it, Sirs, there is not a ſhilling of your eſtates, but 
God will reckon with you for the expence thereof, 
If you have ſpent it upon your luſts, whilſt the ne. 
ceſſities of your families, or the po:r, call upon you 
for it, I ſhould be loth to have your account to 
make, for a thouſand times more than ever you pol- 
ſeſſed. O woful expence, that is followed wich ſuch 
dreadful reckonings! | 

It is a fin over which many direful woes and 
threats hang in the word, like ſo many louring clouds, 


ready to pour down vengeance upon the heads of ſuch 


ſinners. Look, as the condition of the ſaints is com- 
paſſed 


( 62 ) 

p alled round with-promiles, ſo is yours with threaten- 
ings. “ Woe to them that: riſe up early in the morn | 
ing, thut they may folloiy itropg drink; and con- 
„ tinue until night, until wine inflame them,“ Iſa. 
v.11. And, © Woe to the crown of pride, to the 
% drunkards of Ephraim,“ Sc. Iſa. xxviii. 1, 2. 
With many others, too Icng to enumerate here. 
Now, conſider What a fearful thing it is to be under 
theſe woes of God! Sinner, | beſcech thee, do nut make 
ligh: of them, for they will fall heavy; aſſare thyſelf, 
not one of them ſhall fell co the ground; they will all 
take place upon thee, except thou repent. 

There are woes of men, and woes of God: God's 
waes are true woes, and make their condition woful, 
to purpoſe, on whom they fall, Other woes, as one 
faith, do but touch the ſkin, but thefe ſtrike the ſoul ; 
other woes are but temporal, theſe are eternal; others 


do only part betwixt us and our outward comforts, 
theſe betwixt God and us for ever, 


But conſider that drunkards are in ſcripture marked 
1c. out for hell; the characters of death are upon them. 
ou Lou ſhall find them pinioned with other ſons of death: 

o 8 © Know ye not that the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit 
zof. WW © the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: Neither 
oh * Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Ef- 
«© feminate, nor Abuſers of themſelvas with Mankind, 


© nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Re. 
% vilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom 
of God.” 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. O dreadful thunderbolt! 
He is not aſleep but dead, that is not ſtartled at it. Lord, 


E 2 how 
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how ate guilty ſinners able to face ſuch a text as this is! 
O ſoul! Dareſt thou for a ſuperfluous cup, adventure 
to drink a cup of pure unmixed wrath? O think; 
** when the wine ſparkles in the glaſs, and gives its 
ec colour,” think, I ſay, what a cup of trembling is in 
the hand of the Lord: for thiee. Thou wilt not now 
believe this: O the day is coming, when thou ſhalt 
know the price of theſe hrutiſh pleaſures. O! it will 
then ſting like an adder. Ah! this ſhort-lived beaſtly 
pleaſure is the price for which thou ſelleſt heaven, 
and rivers of pleaſures that are at God's right hand. 
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"WARNING II. 


0 < 


Againſt Swearing. 
OFANE oaths are an high abuſe of the-dreadful 


and facred name of God, which ſhould: neither 
be ſpoken or thought of without the deepeſt awe and 
reverence. It is the taking of that ſacred name in 
vain, Exod, xx. 7. Now God js exceeding tender 
and jealous over his name; it is dear io him; his 
name is dreadful and glorious; Mal. i. 14. 1 
„am a great king, and my name is dreadful among 
the heathens. ? | | 
It is a fin which God hath ſererely threatened to 
Puniſh, and that with temporal and corforal plagues: 
& For 


ve 


wn WP 


% For by reaſon of oaths, the land mourns,” Hol. 
iv. 2, 3. That is, it brings the heavy judgments of 
God upon whole nations, under which they ſhall 
mourn, And in Zech. v. 2, 3, 4. you have there a 
roll of curſes that is, a 7 If of judgments and 
woes, the length thereof twenty cubits” (that is, ten 
yards) to ſet out the multitude of woes contained 
in it: It is a long catalogue, and a flying roll, to denote 
the ſwiftneſs of it: It flies towards the houſe of the 
Iwearer; it makes haſte, The judgments that are 
written in it linger not, but ae even in pain to be 
delive;ed,. And this flying roll, full of dreadful 
woes, flies and enters into the huuſe of the [wearer ; 
and it ſhall therein remain, ſaith the Lord; it ſha!l 
cleave to his family ; none ſhall claw off theſe words 
from him: And it ſhall conſume the timber thereof, 
and the ſtones thereof; that is, bring utter ſubverſion, 
ruin, and deſolation to his houſe, O dreadful ſin! 
What a deſolation doth it make? Your mouths are 
full of oaths, and your houſes ſhall be full of curſes, 


ul 


Woe to that wretched Family, into which this flying 
1 roll ſhall enter! Woe, I ſay, to the wretched inhabi- 
"oy tants thereof! + The curle of the Lord, ſa th Solomon, 
4 8 eis in the houle ot the wicked; but he bleſſeth the 
. his „ habitation of the juit,” Prov. iii. 33 Ah! how 


«| 


nong 


many ſtately manſions are there, in which little other 
language but oaths and curſes are hard! and theſe 
are as ſo much gunpowder laid under the foundation 
2d to of them, which, when juſtice ſhall ſet fire to, O what 
gues: work will it make ! Woe to the inhabitants thereof! 


For E 3 Mell 
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Well then, break off this fin by repentance, unleſs 
you intend to ruin your families, and bring all the 
curſes of God into your houſes : If you have no pity 
for yourſelves, yet pity your poſterity; have mercy for 
your wives and Children ; do not ruin all for the in- 
dulgence of a luſt, 

But that is not all; it brings ſoul-judgments and 
ſpiritual plagues upon you: It brings hell along with 
it. And if thou be not afraid to ſin, yet, methinks, 
thou ſhouldeſt be aſraid to burn: If the love of God 
can work nothing upon thy brawny heart, yet, me- 
thinks, the terrors of the Lord ſhould ſtartle and 
affright it. To this purpoſe, I beſeech you weigh 
theſe ſcriptures; and, methinks, unleſs God hath loſt 
all his authority with you, and hell all its terrors, it 
ſhould ſtattle you. The firſt is that dreadful ſcrip- 
ture, James v. 12. * But above all things, my brethren, 
«© ſwear not; neither by heaven, neither by the earth, 
© neither by any other oath ; but let your yea, be 
$6 yea ; and your nay, nay; leſt ye fall into condem- 
* nation.” O view this text ſeriouſly ! Methinks 
it ſhould be like the fingers that came forth and 
wrote upon the wall that dreadful ſentence that 
changed the countenance of a king, in the height 
of a frolick, and made his knees ſmite together, 
O Sirs! Dare you from henceforward commit that 
fin, that you know will bring you under the condem- 
nation and judgment of God? Do you know what it 
is for a ſoul to be caſt at God's bar? Did you never 


ſee a poor Malefactor tried at the aſſizes, and obſerve 
how 


10 
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how his face gathers paleneſs, how his legs tremble, 
and death diſplays its colour ia his cheeks, when ſen- 
tence is given upon him? But what is that to God's 
condemnation ? what is a gallows to hell? Another 
text I would commend to your conſideration, is that, 
Exod. xx. 7. © The Lord will not hold him guilt- 


& lefs that taketh his name in vain;” where vain 


oaths are eſpecially included. Now what doth God 
mean, when he ſaith, © He will not hold him guiltleſs?” 
The meaning is plain, his fins ſhall be reckoned and 
imputed to him; they ſhall lie upon his ſoul; he ſhall 
be bound over to anſwer to God for them. O ter- 
rible ſentence ! What ſoul can bear it, or ſtand before 
it! * Bleſſed is the man, ſaith David, to whom the 
Lord imputeth not iniquities:“ Surely then, curſed 
is that man to whom God will impute them: And 
to the {wearer they ſhall all be imputed, if he break 
not off his fin by repentance, and get a Chriſt the 
ſooner. O {oul! how dareſt thou think of going be. 
fore the Lord with the guilt of all thy fins upon thee ? 
Ah, ſoul! one of theſe days thou ſhalt be laid on thy 


death-bed, or ſee the waves that ſhall eatomb thee, 


leaping and roaring upon every ſide; and then thou 
wilt ſurely have other thoughts of the happineſs that 
lies in the remiſſion of ſia than thou haſt now, Ob. 
ſerve the moſt incorrigible finner then ; hark, how he 
ſighs, and groans, and cries, Ah, Lord! and muſt I 
die? And then ſee how the tears trickle down his 
cheeks, and his heart ready to burſt within him. Why, 
what is the matter? O! to appear before the Lord 
appals him, daunts him, Kills the very heart of him. 
Laſtly 
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Laſtly, I pray you conſider, that a cuſtom of vain 
words, and profane oaths, is as plain an indication and 


diſcovery of an unregenerate ſoul, as any in the world: 
This is a ſure ſign thou art none of Chriſt's, nor haſt 


any thing to do with the promiſes and privileges of his 


people; for by this the (cripture diſtinguiſneth the 


ſtate of ſaints and finners, Eccleſ. ix. 2. There is one 
t event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the 
e clean, and to the unclean; to hin that facrificeth, 
« and to him that ſacrificeth not: As is the good, To 
cc js the finner; and he that ſweareth, as he that fea: eth 
„ an oath.” Mark, he that ſwedreth, and he that 
feareth an oath, do as manifellly ditinguiſh the chil. 
dren of God from wicked men, as clean and unclean, 
righteous and wicked, This fruit of the tongue plainly 
ſhews d hat the tree is that bears it; Iſa ii 6. + The 
« vile perſon will ſpeak of villany; and out of the 
e abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaks.“ Look 
what is in th2 heart, that is v«nted by the tongue; 
where the treaſures of grace are in the heart, words 
miniſtering grace will be in the lips; Pal, xxxvii, 


go. © The mouth of the righteous ſpeaketh wildom, 


„ and his tongue talketh of judgment; for the lay of 
„% the Lord is in his heart.“ By thy words hou 
ce ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words thou ſhalt be 
& condemned.“ Matth. 12. 37. The meaning is that 
our words ſhall juſtify or condemn us in that day, as 
evidences of the {tate and frame of the ſcul. We uſe 
to ſay, ©* Such witneſſes hanged a man ,” the meaning 
is, the evidence they gave caſt and condemned him. 
O ſchink ſeriouſly of tins; 2f words evidence the ſtate 


of 
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of the ſoul, what a woful ſtate muſt thy, ſoul needs be 
in, whole mouth overflows, with oaths and curſes! 


How many witneſſes will be brought in, to caſt thee 
in the great day ? « Your own © tongue then ſhall fall 
upon you, as the expreſſion is, Pſal. Ixiv. 8. And 


out of your own mouth God will fetch abundant evi- 
dence to condemn you. 


———— ͤiö— 
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WARNING III. 
Againſt Uncleannefs. 


HE next danger I ſhall give. you warning of, is 
0 the ſin of uncleannefs; with which, I fear, 
tbo many of the rude and looſer ſort of ſeamen defile 
themſelves, That this fin is a dreadful gulph, a quick- 
, ſand, that hath ſucked in and deſtroyed thouſands, is 
truly apparent both from ſcripture- and experience. 
Solomon tells us, Prov. xxii. 14. © That it is a deep 
% ditch, into which ſuch as are abhorred of the Lord 


f ſhall fall.“ The more ordinary and common fins of 

hs this kind are known by the names of ApuLTtTery and 

* Foxx1caTion, The latter is, when ſingle perſons 

" come together out of the ſtate of matrimony, The 

D former is, when at leaſt one of the perſcns, commit- | 

= ting uncleanneſs, is contracted in marriage. | 

ih, The names and titles by which this fin is known in | 

. ſcripture, are very vile and baſe. The ſpirit of God | 
* doudtleſ, hath put ſuch odious names upon it, on pur- 


poſe 


Co 


pole to deter and affright men from it. In general it 
is called LusT; and ſo, as one notes, it beareth the 
name of its mother: It is uncleanneſs in the abſtratt, 
Numb. v. 19. Filthineſs itſelf; «© An abomination,” 
Ezek. xxii. 11. And they that commit it are called 
ABOMINABLE, Rev. xxi, 8, Varro ſaith, the word 
imports that which is not lawful to mention; or, ra- 
ther, abominable perſons, ſuch as are not fit for the ſo- 
ciety of men, ſuch as ſhould be hiſſed out of all mens 
company; They are rather to be reckoned as beaſts 
than men, Yea, the {cripture compares them to the 
filthieſt of beaſts, even to dogs, When Iſhboſheth 
charged this fin upon Abner, 2 Sam. iii. 8. Am I 
“ a dog's head, faith he, that thou chargeſt me with a 
% fault concerning this woman? And in Deut. xxili. 
18. The hire of a whore, and the price of a dog;“ 
are put together, The expreſſion of this luſt in words 
or geſture, is called ne:cr1nG, Jer. v. 8. even as fed 
horſes do, that ſcatter their luſt promiſcuouſly, Or, 
if the ſcripture ſpeaks of them as men, yet it allows 
them but the external ſhape of men, not the un der- 
ſtanding of men. Among the Jews they were called 
& fools in Aſrael,“ 2 Sam. xiii. 13. and fo Prov. vi. 32, 
«© Whoſo committeth adultery with a woman, lacketh 
&« underſtanding.“ It is called the fin of the gentiles, 
or heathens, 1 'ThefT, iv. 3. And, O! that we could 
ſay, it were only among them that know not God! 
How then are you able to look theſe ſcriptures in the face, 
and not bluſh ? O whata fin is this! Art thou willing 

to be ranked with fools, degs, heathens, and take thy 
\ ' lot 


„ 

lot with them? God hath planted that affection of 
ſhame in thy nature, to be as a guard againſt ſuch filthy 
Juſt ; it is a*fin that hath filthineſs enough in it to de- 
file the tongue that mentions it, Eph. v. g. 

It is a fin that the God of heaven bath often prohi- 
bited, and ſeverely condemned in the word, which 
abundantly declares his abhorrence of it. You have 
prohibition upon prohibition, and threatening upon 
threatening, againſt it; * Thou ſhalt not commit adul- 
tery,” Exod. xx, 14. This was delivered upon Mount 
Sinai, with the greateſt ſolemnity and terror, by the 
mouth of God himſelf. Turn to, and ponder the 
following ſcriptures among others, Prov, v. 2, 3, 4. 
Akts v. 29. Rom. i. 24—29. xiii. 13. 1 Cor, vi, 13— 
18. 2 Cor. xii. 21. Gal. v. 29. Epheſ. v. g. Col. iii. 5. 
1 Theſſ. iv. z—z. Heb. xii. 16. and xiii. 4. All 
theſe, with many others, are the true ſayings of God; 
by them thou ſhalt be tried in the laſt day. Now 
conſider how terrible it will be to have ſo many 
words of God, and ſuch terrible ones tov, as moſt of 
theſe are, to be brought in and pleaded againſt thy. 
ſoul in that day! Mountains and hills may depart, but 
theſe words ſhall not depart : Heaven and earth ſhall 
paſs away, but not one tittle of the word ſhall paſs 
away, Believe it, ſinner, as ſure as the heavens are 
over thy head, and the earth under thy feet, they ſhall 
one day take hold of thee, though we pcor worms, 
who plead them with thee, die and periſh; Zech. i. 
5, 6. The Lord tells us, it ſhall not fall to the ground: 
which is a borrowed ſpeech from a dart that is flung 
with 
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with a weak hand; it goes not home to the mark, but 
falls to the ground by the way. None of theſe words 
ſhall fall to the ground. | 


It is a fin that defiles and 000 the body; 1 Cor. 
vi. 18. He that committeth'adultery, ſinneth againſt 
* his own body.” In moſt other fins the body is but 
the inſtrument, here it is the objeR againſt which the 
fin is committed: That body of thine, which ſhould 
be the temple of the holy Ghoſt, is turned into a ity 
of filthineſs ; yea, it not only defiles, but deſtroys it. 
Job calls it *a fire that burneth to deſtruction,” 
Job xxxi. 12. O how terrible is it to lie groaning 
under the fad effects of this fin! As Solomon tells us, 
prov:. 11. * And thou mourn at the laſt, when thy 
© fleſh and thy body are conſumed.” Ah; with what 
comfort may a man lie down upon a ſick bed, when 


the ſickneſs can be looked upon as a fatherly viſitation 


coming in mercy ? But thou that ſhorteneſt thy life, 
and bringeſt ſickneſs on thyſelf by ſuch a fin, art the 
devil's martyr; arid to whom canſt thou turn in ſuth 


* 


a day for comfort ? 
If thou repent not, as indeed but few do that fall 
into this fin, then conſider how God will follow 4hee 
with eternal vengeance :- Thou ſhalt have flaming fire 
for burning luſt. This is a fin that hath the ſcent of 
fire and brimſtone with it, wherever you meet with 
it in ſcripture. The harlot's gueſts are lodged “ in 
the depths of hell,” Prov. xx1. 18. No more per- 
fumed beds; they muſt now lie down in flamcs. 
++ Whoremongers ſhall have their part in the lake 
& that 
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® that burneth with fire and brim ſtone; which is the 
© ſecond death, Rev. xii. 1. Such “ ſha!l not inherit 
« the kingdom of God and Chriſt,” 1 Cor. vi. g. No 
dog ſhall come into the new Jeruſalem; * there ſhall 
in no wiſe enter in any thing that defileth, or that 
% Worketh abomination,” You have ſpent your 
ſtrength upon fin, and God ſets himſelf at work to 
ſhew the glory of his power in puniſhing, Rom. ix. 
22, The wrath of God. is inflicted upon them in hell 
by his own immediate hand, Heb. x. go. _ Becauſe no 
creature is ſtrong enough to convey all his wrath, and 
it muſt all be poured out upon them, therefore he 
himſelf will torment them forever with his immediate 
power : Now he will ſtir up all his wrath, and ſinners 
ſhall know the price of their pleaſures, The puniſh- 
ment of Sodom is a little map of hell, as I may ſay. 
O how terrible a day was that upon thoſe unclean 
wretches ! But tha: fire was not of many days continu- 
ance : When it had conſumed them, and their houſes 
it went out for want of matter: But here, „the breath 
« of the Lord, like a {tream of brimſtone, kindles it.” 
The pleaſu.e was quickly gone, but the ſting and tor- . 


l ment abide for ever, * Who knoweth the power of 
ce « his anger? Even according to his fear fo is his 
re „Wrath, Pal, xc. 11. O conſider, how will his 


almighty power rack and torment thee! Think on 
this, when ſin comes with a {miling face towards thee 
in the temptaticn. O think! It the human nature of 
Chriſt recoiled, When his cup of wrath was given him 
to drink; if he were fore amazed at it, ho {hat thou, 
a poor worm, bear and grapple with it for ever? 

hat F Conſider 
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Conſider further, how cloſely ſoever thou carric{t 
thy wickedneſs in this world, though it ſhould never 


be diſcovered here, yet there is a day coming when all 


will out, and that before angels and men. God will 
rip up thy ſecret fins in the face of that great congre. 
gation at the day of judgment : Then that which was 
« done in ſecret ſhall be proclaimed as upon the houſe. 
© top,” Luke xii, g. Then God will judge the ſe- 
« crets of men,” Rom. ii. 16. The hidden things 
* of darkneſs will be brought into the open light.” 
Sinner, there will be no ſculking for thee in the grave, 
no declining this bar; thou refuſedſt, indeed, to come 
to the throne of grace, when God invited thee, but 
there will be no refuſing to appear before the bar of 
Juſtice, when Chriſt ſhall ſummon thee. And as thou 
canſt not decline appearance, ſo/ neither canſt thou 


then palliate and hide thy wickedne's any longer; for 


then ſhall the books be opened; the book of God's 
omniſcience, and the book of thine own conſcience, 
wherein all thy ſecret villainy is recorded ; for though 
it ceaſed to ſpeak to thee, yet it ceaſed not to write and 
record thy actions. If thy ſhameful fins ſhould be 
divulged now, it would make thee tear off thy hair 
with indignation; but then all will be diſcovered: 
Angels and men ſhall point at thee, and ſay, “ Lo, 


this is he that cat ried it ſo ſmoothly in the world.“ 


Laſtly, conſider but one thing more, and I have 
done. By this fin thou doſt not only damn thine own 
ſoul, but draweſt another to hell with thee, This fin 


is not a ſingle bullet that kills but one, but as a chain- 
ſhot, 


„ 

ſhot, it kills many; two at leaſt, unleſs God give re- 
pentance. And if he ſhould give thee repentance, yet 
the other party may never repent, and fo periſh for 
ever through thy wickedneſs; and, O! what a ſad 
conſideration will that be to thee, that fuch a poor 
ſoul is in hell, or likely to go thither by thy means ? 
ſhou haſt made faſt a ſnare upon a foul, which thou 
canſt not untie; thou haſt done that which may be the 
matter of ſorrow to thee as long as thou liveſt ; but 
though thou canſt grieve for it, thou canſt not remedy 
it. In other fins it is not fo: If thou hadſt flolen 
another's goods, reſtitution might be made to the in- 
jured party, but here can be none: It thou hadſt mur- 
dered another, thy fin was thiue own, not his that was 
murdered by thee; but this is a complicated fin, de- 
filing both at once; and if neither repent, then, O! 
what a ſad greeting will theſe poor wretches have in 
hell! How will they curſe the day that ever they ſaw 
each other's face! O what an aggravation of their 
miſery will this be! For look, as it will be matter of 
Joy in heaven, to behold ſuch there as we have been 
inſtrumental to ſave ; ſo muſt it needs be a ſtinging ag- 
gravation of the miſery of the damned, to look upon 
thoſe, that have been the inſtruments. and means of 
their damnation, ' O, methinks, if there be any ten- 
derneſs at all in thy conſcience, if this fin hath not 
totally ſtupihed thee, theſe arguments ſhould pierce 
like a {word through thy guilty foul. Reader, I be- 
leech thee by the mercies of God, if thou haſt defiled 
thy foul by this abominable fin, {peedily to repent, O 
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get the blood of ſprinkling upon thee; there is yer 
mercy for ſuch a wretch as thou art, if thou wilt accept 
the terms of it. Such were ſome of you, but ye 
are waſhed,” 1 Cor. vi. 11. Publicans and harlots 
may enter into the kingdom of God, Matt, xxi. 31. 
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WARNING IV. 


Againſt Forgetfulneſs of Mercies. 


N the next place, I ſhall expoſtulate a little with 
your conſcience concerning the precious mercies 
you have received. God hath many debtors among 
you, that have dealt unfaithfully with him; that have 
not rendered to the Lord according to the great things 
he hath done for them, nor according to thofe good 
things they have vowed to the mighty God of Jacob. 
But, truly, if thou be a deſpiſer of mercy, thou ſhalt 
be a pattern of wrath, God will remember them in 
fury, who forget him in his favours, 
And, firſt, I ſhall demand of you, whether you 


never had experience of the power and goodneſs of 
God, in reſtoring you to health ſrom dangerous lick - 


neſs and diſcaſes ? ave you not lumetimcs had the 
ſentence of death in yourſelves ? And that. poſlibly 
when you have been in remote parts, far from your 
friends and relations, and deſtitute of all means and 
accommodations. Remember thyſelf, man; canſt 
thou not cal! to mind the day when the arrows of death 


came whiſking by thee, and it may be hit thoſe next 
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tace ; took away thoſe that were as lively and luſty 
as thyſeif, when you began your voyage, and yet they 
were caſt for death. thou for life, and that when there 
was bur an hair's-breadth betwixt thee and the grave? 
Tell me, foul, what friend was that who ſtood by 
thee then, when thou waſt forſaken of all friends ? 
When, it may be, thy companions ſtood ready io 
throw thee over-board, who was it that pitied and 
remembered thee in thy low eltate? Who was it, 
that rebuked thy diſeaſe? Who was it man, that 
when thy body was brought low and weak, and, 
like a crazy rotten ſhip in a florm, took in water 
on all des, fo that all the phyſicians in the world 
could not have ſtopped thoſe leaks? Conſider, what 
hand was that whick quieted and calmed the tem- 


peſtuous fea, carcened and mended thy crazy body, 


and lanched thee into the world again, as whole, as 
ſound, as ſtrong, as ever? Was it not the Lord, that 
hath done all this for thee ? Did not he keep back thy 
foul from the pit, and thy life from periſhing? Had 
inc lamp of life been then exſtinguiſhed, thou hadſt 
zone down into endleſs darknels; Hell had ſhut her 
mouth upon thee, Now tell me, ſoul, what haſt | 
thou done with this precious mercy? Halt thou 
walked before the Lord in a deep ſenile thereof, and 
anſwered his end therein, which was, to lead thee to 
repentance? Or hath thy ſtupid t eart forgotten it, 
and loſt all ſenſe of it, ſothat God's end is fruſtrated, 
and thy falvation not a jot furthered thereby? O! if 
it be lo, woe to thee! for the blood of this mercy, 
wiuch thy ingratiude hath murdered, lice the blood 
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of Abel, cries to God againſt thee, What a wretch 
art thou thus to requite the Lord for ſuch a mercy ! He 
{aw thy tears, and heard thy groans, and ſaid within 
himſelf, “ He ſhall not die, but live.” Alas, poor 
creature! if I cut him off now, he is eternally loſt: T 
will ſend him back a few years more into the world, 
will try him once more, it may be he will bear ſome 
fruits to me from this deliverance; and if ſo, well; 
if not, I will cut him down hereafter : He ſhall be ſet 
at liberty upon his good behaviour a little longer, 
And is all this nothing in thine eyes ? Wretch that 
thou art, doſt thou forget and flight ſuch a favour as 


this! Is it worth no more in thine eyes? Well, it 


would be worth ſomething in the eyes of the poor 
damned ſouls, if they might have ſo many years cut 
out of their eternity, for a mere intermiſſion of their 
torments, much more as a time of patience and mercy, 
O conſider, what pity and goodneſs thou haſt abuſed ! 
Have you not been eminently protected and ſaved 
by the Lord, in the greateſt dangers and hazards of 
liſe; in fights at ſea, when men have dropt down at 


your right hand, and at your left, and yet the Lord 
hath covered, your heads in the day of battle? And 
though you have been equally obnoxious to death and 
danger with others, yet your name was not found 
2mongſt theirs in the lift of the dead? Or in ſhip- 
wreck, ah, how narrowly have ſome of you eſcaped! 
a plank Rath been caſt in, you know not how, to 
ſave you, when your companions, for want of it, 
have gone down to the bottom ; or you have been 
cnabled to ſwim to the ſhore, hen others have fainted 

in 
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in the way, and periſhed ? In what a variety of ſtrange 


aſtoniſhing providences hath God walked towards 


lome of you, and what returns have you made to God 
for ic 
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WARNING V. 
Againſt the contempt of Death. - 


* 


HE fifth and laſt danger I ſhall warn you of, is, 
your contempt of death. Ab! how light a 
matter do many of you, at leaſt in words, make of it? 
It ſeems you have little reverential fear of this king of 
terrors, not only that you ſpeak ſlightly of it, but alſo 
becauſe you make no preparation for it, and are no 
more ſenſible of your preſervations and deliverances 
from it. * 
Nov, io the erd that you may have right thoughts 
and apprehenſions of death, which may put you upon 
ſerious preparation for it, I have drawn up the fol- 
lowing queſtions and anſwers, which, if- you pleaſe, 
may be called the ſeamen's CArECMHIs M. And, O! 
that you may not dare to lanch forth into the deeps, 
until you have ſeriouſly interrogated and examined 
your hearts upon thoſe particulars. 
Queſtion 1. What may the iſſue of this voyage be ? 
Anſwer, Death, Prov, xxvii. 1, © Boaſt not "fs 

« {elf of to-morrow, for thou knoweſt not « hat a 
day may bring forth.“ James iv. 13, 14. Go to 
* now, ye that lay, to-day, or to- morrow, we will 
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go into ſuch n city, and continue there a year, and 
buy and ſell, and get gin : Whereas you know not 
+ what ſhall be on the morrow ; for what is your life ? 
It is even a vapour that 5 for a little time, 
and then vaniſheth away.” ... 

Queſt, 2. What 1 is death? 8 s 

Anlw. Deach is a ſeparation of ſoul arid body, ti 
the reſurrection, 2 Cor v. 1. We know that if our 
e earthly houſe of this tabernacle be difloived.* — Job 
xiv. 10—12. Read the words. 

Queſt. g. Is death to be deſpiſed and ſlighted, if it 
be lo? | 

Anſw. O no! It is one of the moſt weighty and 
ſerious things that ever a creature went about: So 
dreadful doth i appear to lone, that the fear of it 
ſubjects them to bondage all their lives; Heb. ii. 13. 
And K is called, . The kin, of terrors,” Job. xvin. 
14. Or the Black Prince, as jome tranſlate, To ſome 
it hath been ſo terrible, that none dared to mention its 
name before tem. 

Queſt, 4. What e it lo terrible _ aftrighting 
tomen? 

Anſw. Several things concur to make it terrible to 
the moſt of men: As frſt, its harbingers and ante- 
cedents, which are ſtrong pains, conflicts, and agonies. 
Secondly, the werk it comes about, which is to tiansfer 
us into the other world. Hence, Rev. vi. 8. it is ſet 
forth by ** A pale horſe.” An horle, for its uſe and 
office, to carry you away from hence into the upper 
or lower region of etcrnity; and a pale horle, for us 
ghattlinetis 
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ghalilinefs and terror. "Thirdly, but above all, it is 
terrible in regard of its conſequence; for it is the door 
of eternity, the parting point bet.yixt the preſent world 
and that to come ; the utmoſt line and boundary of all 
temporal things. Hence, ' Heb. ix. 27, It is ap- 
pointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
„judgment.“ Rev. vi. 8 © And I looked, and be- 
„hold, a pale horſe; and his name that ſat on him 
„ was Deach; and hell followed him.“ Ah! it 
makes a ſudden and ſtrange alteration upon mens con- , 
ditions, to be plucked out of houſe, and from among 
friends, and honours, and fo many delights, and hur- 
ried in a moment into the land of darknels, to be clothed 
wich flames, and drink the pure wrath of the gay 
for ever, This is4t that makes it terrible, 
' Queſt, 5, If death be ſo weighty a wetter, * am 1 
prepared to dic? . 
Anfw. doubt not; I am a afraid I want many things 
that are neceſſary to a due preparation for it, | 
Queſt. 6. What are thoſe things wherein' a due 
preparation for death conſiſteth ? . | 
Anſw. Many things are neceſſary. Firſt, Special 
and ſaving union with Jeſus Chriſt. 1 his is that 
which difarms 1 it of i is ſting: 6 0 death! w here is thy 
6 ſting ? Thanks be to God, who hath giv en us the. 
victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſl,“ p Cor. 
xv. 55, 56. So John xi. 26, © Whoſoever N and 
© believech in me, ſhall never die.“ Wholoev er liveth | 


that is, is quickened with a new ſpirigual, life aud 


principle, and ſo puts forth the principal act of that 
5 
liſe 
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lifez namely, faith, he ſhall never die, that is, eternally, 
This h..rnet, death, ſhall never leave its ſting in his 
ſides. Secondly, To entertain death comfortably, the 
evidence and knowledge of this union is neceflery, 2 
Cor. v. 1. For we know that if our earthly houſe of 
6 this tabernacle were qiſſolved, we have à building 
* of God,” &c. | And then he can not only be con- 
tent, but groan to bz unclothed, ver. 2. A miſtake in 
the former will coſt me tny ſoul; and a miſtake here 
will loſe me my peace and comſort. Thirdly, In 
order to this evidence, it is neceſſary that I, keep a 
good conſcience in all things both towards God and 
man, £ Cor. i. 12; This is our rejoicing, even the 
6 teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſincerity and 
& godly ſimplicity, not in fleſhly wiſdem, but by the 
“ grace of God, we have our converſation in the 
„ world.” This good conſcience reſpetts all and 
every part of our work and duty to be, done, and all 
and every fin to be renounced, and. denied : ſo that, 
he that is early united to Chriſt by faith, hath the clear 
evidence of that unjon;, and the evidence fairly 
gathered from the teſtimony of a good conſcience, wit 
neſſing his faithfulneſs, as to all duties to be done, 
and fins to be avoided, he is fit to die; death can do 
him no har; but, alas! chele things are not to be 
found in me. 

Queſt. 7. But what. if 1 die without ſuch a pre- 
paratibm as this is 1 What will the Cutlequerics of 
that be? 4 
Anſ. Very terrible, even the ſeparation of my 
ſoul and body from the Lord to all eiernity: John iii. 
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36. © He that believeth on the Sort, hath everlaſting 
„ life; and he hat telicveth not the Son, ſha!l not 
© ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 
He ſhall not ſee liſe; there is his miſery, ſeparation 
from the bleſl d God. And the wrath, mark it, not 
anger, but wrath ; not the wrath of man, but of God, 
not only flaſhes out upon him, as a tranſient flaſh' of 
lightning, but abideth, dwells, ſticks faſt ; there is no 
power in the world can looſe the foul from it. Upon 
him, not the body only, nor the ſoul, but on him, that 
is, the whole perſon, the whole man. 

Queſt. 8, Can I bear this miſery ? 

Anſw. No: my heart cannot endure, nor m 
hands be ſtrong, when God ſhall have to do with me 
upon this account, ! cannot bear his wrath ; angels 
could not bear it; it hath ſunk them into the depths 
of miſery. Thoſe that feel but a few ſparks of it in 
their confciences here, are even diſtrafted by it, 
Pſalm lxxxiii. 15. © The ſinners in Zion are afraid; 
«« trembling ſurpriſeth the hypocrite : who among us 
„ ſhall dwell with the devouring fire? who can en- 
dure the everlaſting burning ?” Ia. xxxin. 14. 

Queſt. 9. If it cannot be. borne, is there any way 
to prevent it ? | 

Anſw, Yes, There is hope in Iſrael concerning 
& this thing.” And herein 1 am in better caſe than 
the damned; I have the offer of mercy, and they have 
not. O! what would they give for a poſhbility of 
ſalvation ? Iſa. i. 16-18. Waſh ye, make ye 
« clean; put away the evil of your doings from before” 
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© mine eves; ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, &c, 
Come now, let us reaſon together; and though your 
„ fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as ſnow.” Iſa. lv. 7. 
„I. et the wicked forſake his wav, and the unrighte- 
e ous man his thoughts ; and let him return unto the 
„ Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to 
% our God, for he will abundan ly pardon.” Though 
my diſeaſe be dangerous, it is not deſperate. There 
is balm in Gilead, and a phyſician there. There is 
yet a poſſibility of recovering my primitive glory. 

Queſt. 10. How may that be ? 

Anſw. By going to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom, 
viii. 1. There is therefore now no condemnation to 
« them that are in Chriſt Jeſus,” Rom, viii. 33: 34- 

To go to Chriſt is to “ embrace him in his + perſon 
and offices, and to reſt || intirely and cloſcly upon 
him for +4 pardon of {in; and ++ eternal life; being 
deeply 34 icnlible oi the want and worth of him. John 
1.12, © To as many as received him, he gave power 
« to. become the ſons of Gud, even to as many as 
© believed on his name,” John iii. 36. He that 
_ & belicveih on the fon, hath life,” 1 Cor. i. 30. 
And of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who, of Goc; is 
© made unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanQification 
« and redemption,” Acts iv. 12. Neither is 
« there ſalvation in any other, &c, Acts xiii. 39. 
And by him, all. that believe are juſtified from all 
** things, from which ye could not be juſtified by the 


* John 3. 12. + Jobn in. 36. 1 1 Cor. i. 30. 
|| Acts iv. 12. & Ads xiii. 39. +47 Ia. xlv. 22. 
11 Acts ii. 37. | 
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„ law of Moſes.” Iſa, xlv. 22. Look unto me, and 
« be ye ſaved.” Afts ii, 37. © Now when they heard. 
this, they were pricked to the heart,” & . 

Queſt. 11. But will Chriſt receive me, if I go unto. 
him ? | | 
Anſw. Yes, yes; He is more ready to receive thee, 
than thou art to come to him; Luke xv. 20. And 
© he aroſe and came to his father: but, when he was 
« yet a great way off, his father ſaw him, and had 
«« compaſlion on him, and ran, and fell on his neck 
and kiſſed him.“ The ſon doth but go, the father 
ran: if he had but received him into the houſe, it had 
been much; but he fell on his neck, and kiſſed him. 
Much after that rate he expreſſed himſelf to returning 
Ephraim; “ My bowels are troubled for him; I will 
furely have mercy on him,” Jer. xxxi, 20, Believe 
what he faith in the goſpel: Matt. xi. 28. Come 
« unto me, ye that are weary and heavy laden,” Iſa. 
Iv. 1. Ho! every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 
„ waters.” Theſe ſerious invitations are, confirmed 
„ with his oath, Ezek. xxxv. 11. As! live, I deſire not 
« thedeath ofa finner ” And amplified with wiſhes, 
Gghs and groans, Luke xix. 42. * O! that thou hadſt 
% known, even thou, at leaſt, in this thy day :” 
and delivered in undiſſembled tears, Matt.xxiii. g7, 38. 
« He wept over it, and ſaid, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem!” 
Nay, he hath ſhed not only tears, but blood, to can- 
vince thee of his willingneſs. View him in his dying 
poſture upon the croſs, ſtretching out his dying arms 
to gather thee, and to convince thee of his abundant 
willingnels to receive thee. 

G Queſt. 12- 
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Queſt, 12. O, but the pleaſures of fin engage me 
to it; How ſhall I break theſe cords and ſnares? 
Anſw. To take pleaſure in fin, is an argument of 
a moſt deplorable and wretched ſtate of ſoul. O 
what an heart haſt thou! haſt thou nothing to find 
pleaſure in but that which makes the ſpirit of Chriſt 
fad, that which digged hell, and let in endleſs miſ- 
eries upon the world ? Think that the miſery it in- 
volves thee in is infinitely beyond the delights it tempts 
{thee by: it doth but delight the ſenſual part, and that 
With but a brutiſn pleafure, but will torment thy im- 
mortal ſoul, and that for ever. The pleaſure will 
quickly go off, but the ſting will remain behind. 
Nay, that is not all; but the Lord proportions wrath 
according to the pleaſures ſouls have had in fin : Rev, 


xviii. 7. How much ſhe hath lived deliciouſly, 
„ ſo much to ment and ſorrow give unto her.” What 


doſt thou pay, for this pleaſure? Thy foul, thy pre- 
cious foul, is laid to ſtake for it; and, in effect, thus 
thou ſayeſt, © Here, devil, take my ſoul into thy pol. 
s ſeſſion and power: if I r-pent I wil! have it again; 
& if not, it is thine forever,” O dear-bought plea- 
ſures! 

Queſt, 13 But thers are difpcult duties to be 8 
and an heavy croſs to be taken up; thele be the things 


that daunt me. \ 
Anlw. It is moſt certain, that the ſufferings for 


Chriſt are nothing to the ſufferings in hell, the juſt 


reward and certain iſſue of {in ; the pains of mortifica- 
tion are nothing to the pains of damnation. There 
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is no compare betwixt ſuffering for Chriſt, and ſuf- 
fering from Chriſt ; Matt. v. 29. If thy right hand 
© or eye offend thee, cut it off, and pluck it out: it is 
« better for thee that one member ſuffer, than that 
% thy whole body be caſt into hell. Thou ſeeſt the 
worſt, but not the beſt of Chriſt, There be j ys and 
comforts in thoſe duties and ſufferings, that thou ſeeſt 
not. Chriſt ſhall be thy helper, Phil. iv. 13. I can 
do all things through him that ſtrengthens me. 
The ſpirit helps our infirmities.“ 

And now, ſoul, you ſee what death is, that you 
have made ſo light of; and what is the only way that 
we, poor ſons of death, have to eſcape its ſting. You 
have here ſeen the vanity of all your pleas and pre- 
tences againſt converſion, and the way to Chriſt pre- 
pared and caſt up for you, Now I beg you, ia the 
name of God that male you, that you will yield 
yourſelves to the Lord. Soul, I beſeech thee, haſte 
thee into thy chamber, ſhut thy door, and pray unto 
the Lord after ſome ſuch manner as this. O dread. 
ful and glorious Lord, I come, upon thy call and in- 
vitation; I am willing to avouch thee this day to be 
my God, and to take thee for my portion. Lord 
F:;ſus | I come unto thee, behold my naked ſoul, not 
a rag of righteouſnels to cover it; behold my ſtarving 
ſoul, not a bit of bread for it to eat : ah, it has fed upon 
wind and vanity hitherto, Behoid my wounded ſoul 
bleeding at thy foot. Behold a returning ſubmitting 
rebel, willing to lay down the weapons of unrighte— 
ouſneſs, and to come upon his knees for pardon, tam 
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-weary of the ſervice of fin, I can endure it no longer. 
Lord Jeſus, thou waſt anointed to preach glad tidings 
40 the meek, and proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the priſon to them that are bound; 
come now, and knock off thele fetters of unbelief: O 
ſet my ſoul at liberty, that it may praiſe thee, I reſign 
uno thee, my poor ſoul with all its faculties, my body 
with all its members, to be living inſtruments of thy 
glory, Let Holixkss To THE Lok be now written 
upon them all; let my tongue henceforth plead for 
thee, my hands be lifted up unto thy teſtimonies, my 
ſeet walk in thy ways. Whatever J am, let all be 
for thee; whatever I have, let it be thine ; whatever I 
can do, let me do ſor thee, O that what I have begged 
on earth, might be ratihed in heaven! My ſpirit within 
me ſaith, Amen: Lord Jeſus, ſay thou, Amen. 
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